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ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


Tue Sixty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be 
held in the First Baptist Church of Cleveland, O., on Thursday the 30th of May, 1878. 
Rev. John Peddie, D.D., of Philadelphia, will preach the annual sermon. 

Signed, H. S. Burrace, Recording Secretary. 
PorTLanp, Me_., April x, 1878. 

The Sixty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union will be held in the First Baptist Church of Cleveland, Ohio, immedi- 
ately after the adjournment of the Missionary Union. 


Signed, W. H. Eaton, Recording Secretary. 
Keene, N.H., April 1, 1878. 


SYSTEM IN GIVING. 


Mucu has been said, written, and published, on systematic effort in the work of raising 
funds in the churches for missions ; and some progress has been made in that direction. 
The topic is old and trite. Argument on it has been exhausted. But so long as the plea 
for that kind of effort is so generally unheeded, and so long as the adoption of some kind 
of system is so essential to a proper discharge of duty in that line of religious activity, the 
plea must be repeated. 

In looking over a recent number of “The Missionary Herald ” (English Baptist), we find 
a report of the results of systematic effort made for the first year of its adoption in the 
Myrtle-street Chapel, Liverpool, under the ministry of Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown. The 
report is addressed to the congregation worshipping in the Myrtle-street Chapel, and is 
signed by the pastor and five members. That report says, “ All that we, as a congregation, 
have done in support of the society (Foreign Missions) for some years has been to make an 
annual collection in the fall of the year, amounting to from seventy to a hundred pounds 
per year; and if perchance the day of the anniversary should happen to be wet, or our 
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friends absent from any other cause, then the amounts which they would have given if 
they had been present are, for the most part, lost to the society for that year... . Our 
plan is simply to contribute monthly, by means of envelopes, which are supplied by the 
lady collectors, month by month. . . . To the ladies who have so zealously served the 
society during the year, and who have also offered their services for another year, our 
warmest acknowledgments are due.” 

What is the result of this system of giving in that church? The report answers, 
“The result shows a sum exceeding our expectations ; and yet none of us, we think, will 
feel that we have put ourselves to any great inconvenience by the gifts we have thus 
offered for the extension of Christ’s kingdom in the world.” The total amount raised for 
foreign missions in the Myrtle-street congregation, in any one year prior to the introduc- 
tion of a system of giving, was, as the report states, from £70 to £100: the total raised 
the first year after the adoption of a system was £660; or nearly $3,300, with a system, 
against $350 to $500 without a system. ‘This is certainly very instructive, and a forcible 
illustration of the wisdom and worth of a plan for carrying on the work of Christian 
beneficence in a church, 

No one system will be universally practicable ; but the adoption and working of some 
plan, adjusted to meet the peculiar circumstances of a church and congregation, will, we 
are sure, give in every case results far more satisfactory than ‘the one annual collection 
taken on the Lord’s Day by contribution-boxes, whether that day be fine or foul. Very 
few of the members of our churches can give in one day, in one annual sum, what they 
should and would give in the course of a year. Even those who are wealthy, and are 
able to lay their hands at any one time upon a large amount of money for the cause of 
missions, are not likely to make a contribution at one time, in one yearly offering, equal 
to that they could and should make for that year by weekly or monthly instalments ; 
while thousands of the poor, and of those in moderate circumstances, who, shough poor, 
yet, as disciples of Christ, may not be exempted from giving something to spread the gos- 
pel, are cut off from giving by the plan of having one annual contribution taken up at a 
certain fixed time, and that time, in many cases, just the Sunday before the fiscal year of 
the missionary society closes. It is, we repeat it, as certain as any thing can be, that a 
very large number of the Lord’s people give nothing, and can give nothing, or next to 
nothing, for the work of missions, because there is no plan of systematic giving according 
to which they can manage their Christian beneficence. The absence of a plan that shall 
make missionary offerings frequent and regular along through all the weeks or the months 
of the year is not only unfavorable to the work of missions, but also a wrong to a large 
majority of the membership of the churches. It is required of them to do in one day 
out of three hundred and sixty-five days, what it is simply zmpossib/e for them to do. 

We plead, earnestly plead once more, for the adoption and working of some plan of sys- 
tematic giving in the churches to the various enterprises of missions. We urge it both 
for the sake of the cause, and for the sake of those who love the cause, but cannot give 
for it on the plan generally pursued by the churches at present in raising money for 
missions. 


Some Objections to Foreign Missions considered. 


SOME OBJECTIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS CONSIDERED. 


BY REV. D. F. LAMSON, WORCESTER, MASS. 


EuROPE stood in much the same relation to 
the Christian churches of Palestine and Asia 
Minor in the times of the apostles, as India 
and China and Japan do now to us. The 
Macedonian cry is still wafted to us on every 
breeze from the unevangelized parts of the 
earth. A world lying in wickedness, a world 
shrouded in the gloom of spiritual night, a 
world “without God,” appeals to us just as it 
appealed to the first Christians on the shores 
of Asia, — “ Come over and help us.” 

And it is too late in the history of the world 
to urge that “he time has not come when the 
heathen are to be converted; now that God is 
so wonderfully opening the world in every 
direction to the missionary and the gospel, 
and so many movements of a political, intel- 
lectual, and social nature are going on favor- 
able to the progress of Christianity. Europe 
presented one unbroken front of hostility to 
the gospel when Paul and his fellow-voyagers 
“loosed from Troas.” There seemed hardly 
ground to hope that amidst its proud phi- 
losophies and seductive idolatries, its seats of 
revelry and its camps of war, Christianity 
would obtain “leave to be.” Yet the apostles 
and primitive disciples, after their first misap- 
prehensions, seem never for a moment to have 
questioned the expediency of undertaking to 
preach the gospel to the Gentiles until the 
way should be more evidently open. On the 
occasion already referred to, the writer says: 
“ After he had seen the vision, émediately 
we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assur- 
edly gathering that the Lord had called us for 
to preach the gospel unto them.” They heard 
the call, and at once obeyed, without stopping 
to raise difficulties or to ask questions. If 
a similar spirit of unhesitating obedience and 
sublime faith had continued to characterize 
the Christian Church, the gospel would long 
ago have made the circuit and conquest of the 
earth. 

Nor can it be said that the heathen do not 
need the gospel; that they are well enough off 
as they are. The proofs are overwhelming 
that the pagan world is sunk in iniquity. The 
description which Paul has given of the vices 


common among the Gentiles of his day is true 
to the letter, of the state of society and morals 
in present heathen communities. It is recog- 
nized and acknowledged to be true by the 
heathen themselves. A missionary was once 
reading the first chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans to some listeners in China. “Do 
not tell us,” said one of them, “that your 
Bible was written many hundred years ago: 
some of you missionaries wrote that about 
us.” Some people are pleased to talk of the 
innocence of the heathen. The éxnocence of 
the heathen ! why, language fails to express the 
enormity of the crimes and vices that are not 
only practised, but sanctioned by religion, where 
the gospel is unknown. Though not guilty, 
of course, of rejecting a Saviour of whom they 
have not heard, the heathen are guilty of sin- 
ning against the principles of natural religion, 
the law of God which is “written in their 
hearts.” Says one of our veteran mission- 
aries,! “The heathen ave ferishing, and they 
know it; but they know xot how they may 
escape the penalty due to their sins.” The 
fact that they have a sense of right and wrong, 
and that they know that they are living in sin, 
and expect to suffer for their sins, proves the 
guilt of the whole pagan world before God, 
and therefore of its need of the gospel of 
Christ. 

but perhaps the most specious objection to 
missions to the heathen is based upon what 
are called the paramount claims of our own 
country. To send the gospel abroad, while 
large masses of our own population are un- 
saved, is said to be taking the children’s 
bread, and casting it to dogs. But we find 
that though our Lord commanded his disciples 
to degin the work of evangelization at Jeru- 
salem, they were to preach repentance and re- 
mission of sins in his name “among all na- 
tions ;” they were to be witnesses for him not 
only in Judzea and Samaria, but to “ the utter- 
most parts of the earth.” And as a matter of 
fact, we find the apostles laboring zealously 
and successfully to spread the glad tidings 
through the provinces of Asia Minor, in Mace- 
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donia and Greece, and Italy, while multitudes 
of their own countrymen in the cities and vil- 
lages of Palestine were living and dying with- 
out hope. And they acted wisely in so doing. 
Had they waited until every soul in Jerusalem 
and Judza had received the gospel, where had 
been the glorious triumphs of the first Chris- 
tian age over the combined forces of philos- 
ophy, priestcraft, and military despotism? 
where had been the Christian Europe and 
America of to-day? 

Besides, religion is one of those things of 
which, the more we give away, the more we 
have. The foreign missionary work has a most 
blessed reflex influence upon those churches 
and Christians that support it. A vast deal 
more has been done for the destitute parts of 
our own land, the great West and the South, 
for the poor in our cities, for the cause of 
temperance, since the hearts of God’s people 
have been opened to the claims of foreign 
missions. The field is so essentially one, that, 
the more we feel and pray and give for the 
work abroad, the more we shall feel and pray 
and give for the work at home. The cultiva- 
tion of the missionary spirit enlarges the heart, 
and makes it quick to heed and respond to 
every call upon its sympathy and benevolence. 
If we were to cease to send money abroad to 
convert the heathen, we should soon give 
less for the conversion of our own country- 
men. The churches that have opposed mis- 
sions have dwindled and become extinct. The 
churches that are most thoroughly interested 
in missions are our strongest churches spirit- 
ually, and often financially. It is an invaria- 
ble law in church as well as individual life, 
“ He that watereth shall be watered himself.” 

And this, too, should be taken into account: 
in our own country, except in some of its 
newer and more destitute localities where 
there will still be need for years to come of 
some effective system of colportage, people 
may hear the word of God, if they will. Bibles 
are plenty and cheap; religious papers and 
tracts are scattered almost as “thick as leaves 
in Vallambrosa.” There is one minister to 
every thousand of the population, while in 
some of the most populous countries of hea- 
thendom there is no knowledge of Christ and 
salvation but such as the missionary brings. 
In India, there is but cne missionary to 300,- 
000 souls, and yet India is far better supplied 
with missionary labor than most parts of the 
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field. Well may we exclaim, “ How shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not heard ? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
and how shall they preach except they be 
sent?” 

We would make no invidious comparisons 
between the home and the foreign work. 
Neither should be neglected. Both ought to 
be pushed more vigorously, and supported 
more generously. The success of the one is 
the success of the other. If we save our 
country, it will help largely to save the world; 
and, if we save the world, we shall save our 
own country. But it does seem that if any 
distinction is to be made, it should be in favor 
of that part of the field which is as yet wholly 
unevangelized. If part of a crew of a sink- 
ing vessel had life-preservers within reach, 
and part were already struggling in the break- 
ers, ought we not to give our chief energies 
to save the last? At all events, are we not to 
consider ourselves, as did the large-minded 
and loving apostle, debtors to all men, to give 
them, so far as in us lies, the glorious gospel 
of Christ? Can we claim that we are acting 
in the spirit of the great commission, unless 
we are doing all in our power not only to in- 
duce men to believe the gospel who already 
have it, but to give it to those who are des- 
titute of it, and who, because they are destitute 
of it are going every day by hundreds into a 
dark eternity? 


DO NOT EXPECT TOO MUCH. 


ONE of the missionaries of the American 
Board writes to the friends of missions at 
home in the following strain : — 

Do not expect too much from missionaries 
in the way of awakening sympathy and feed- 
ing the springs of beneficence at home. 

A few missionaries are sent forth into the 
wide wastes of heathendom; and it would seem 
as if they were expected not only to keep the 
flame of piety burning brightly in their own 
hearts, but to send home appeals sufficiently 
stirring to keep the Church in a state of fervor 
and liberality. One has well observed, “It is 
as if the sun should shoot out upon Greenland, 
Lapland, and Iceland, a few straggling rays, 
demanding of those rays that they should re- 
tain life and heat in themselves, should illu- 
mine and fructify those frozen regions, and 
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finally send back light and heat in such abun- 
dance as to supply the sun itself.” Patrons of 
the missionary enterprise, it is true, have a right 
to expect reports from foreign laborers; but 
are they not liable to demand too much? The 
missionaries themselves would feel greatly en- 
‘couraged, and would rejoice in witnessing the 
“ interesting incidents ” which are called for; 
but they cannot create them. 

Friends of missions, please bear in mind 
that the elevation of heathen nations is not 
easily or quickly accomplished. Accounts of 
success may not reach you until after years of 
unwearied toil. But when the soil has been 
prepared, and the seed sown, as sure as He 
lives who has said, “Lo, I am with you al- 
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way,” not only the sower, but those who have 
remembered him in their prayers and alms, 
will find the bread they have cast upon the 
waters, though it be after many days. 

If Christians at home desire to buoy up the 
hearts of foreign missionaries, let them pray 
for them fervently, and tell them that they 
are doing so in those loving epistles which 
seldom fail to encourage hope and strengthen 
faith. Only those who have toiled long among 
barbarians can tell how sweet and comforting 
it is to receive assurance from friends in the 
fatherland, that they are remembered unceas- 
ingly at the throne of divine grace. This helps 
to nerve them for their daily conflicts with 
heathenism. 


How to get missionary intelligence circu- 
lated among the masses in our churches, is a 
most important question, and one that is of 
vital importance to our foreign work. There 
are so many questions of absorbing doctrinal 
interest, so many charities at home pleading 
for care and contributions, that there is a tend- 
ency to ignore or overlook the sacred claims 
of our foreign-missionary enterprise. 

As churches and Christians we dare not 
overlook our charter. “The field is the 
WORLD,” —nothing less. Fealty to Christ 
demands as rich a love for Japan and Africa 
and Patagonia as for Massachusetts or New 
England. All souls to Christ are alike pre- 
cious. We are to read our duty as Matthew 
recorded the solemn utterance of the Saviour, 
“Go ye therefore,and feach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

Then to learn how literally this command 
was understood by Christ’s inspired twelve, 
and his apostles to this day, we must read 
the Acts of the Apostles that the Church has 
been penning ever since Luke wrote his Acts, 
and which are being written in every mission- 
ary biography and magazine that comes new- 
born from the press. 

If our churches were duly interested in 
these holy chronicles, the question of enlar- 
ging our missionary operations would be a sim- 
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BY REV. PHILIP BERRY. 


But our churches are not interested 
as they should be; and how to increase this 
interest, is a question of prime importance, and 
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one that has not a little exercised me. The 
days of missionary romance have largely gone 
by, and the work that remains is earnest, 
“ patient continuance in well-doing;” and, as 
the generation which has lived through the 
more stirring days of missionary enthusiasm 
is passing away, how can we reach the sym- 
pathies and engage the services of the pres- 
ent generation ? 

Evidently they need instruction, — instruc- 
tion as to the claims of Christ upon them, and 
in reference to the magnificence of the work; 
and, when they see their duty, we believe they 
will come bravely forward, and offer to the 
work their sympathies, their prayers, and their 
gifts. The meeting at Providence last May 
indicates what clear conceptions of duty and 
the glory of the work can achieve; for we 
regard the jubilant and Christ-like offerings 
then and there given the outpouring of en- 
lightened minds and hearts. More light, 
more light, is the need of the Church on this 
subject of mission responsibility; and no one 
is to blame for lack of light but those who 
will not open their eyes and let it in. 

I have noticed with a great deal of regret 
since I have been in Massachusetts (five years), 
that there is an indisposition to listen to re- 
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turned missionaries, particularly at our asso- 
ciational meetings. Usually the only man 
timed is the missionary. Last year, when the 
late beloved Dr. Binney was still with us at 
our associational gathering, in the Woman’s 
Meeting, he a/one was limited to five minutes’ 
talk, although there were sisters who spoke 
and prayed from ten to fifteen minutes; and in 
the general meeting he was limited to fifteen 
minutes, although there was no pressing busi- 
ness, and much time was spent upon topics 
quite insignificant. 

Dr. Binney should have had the full sweep 
of an hour; and I know he would have aroused 
our dormant missionary energies, which, had 
they not been dormant, would not have put 
him in the strait-jacket of a fifteen-minutes’ 
allotment; and I most affectionately appeal to 
our associational gatherings to honor the for- 
eign missionary and his cause with a more 
liberal portion of time, that he may warm and 
waken our hearts by the grandeur of his sub- 
ject and the eloquence of his facts, when we 
gather at our next annual conference. We 
pastors, as well as people, need the stimulus. 

The missionary spirit should receive a de- 
cided impulse, and be a subject of special 
prayer and thought and purpose at these 
yearly gatherings; and I believe. the smaller 
associations pay more attention to this subject 
than the larger. I speak from a limited expe- 
rience, but this is my testimony. 

Then the monthly concert has been a 
marked power in the missionary work, and 
a precious channel for distributing missionary 
intelligence; but in many churches they (the 
concerts) do not exist, and how to bring them 
into existence, or furnish a substitute for them, 
is not an inferior problem. A guarterly meet- 
ing of the church, with extra effort employed 
to make the service attractive as well as in- 
structive, would go a great way to kindle a 
missionary spirit. In my present charges I 
think a monthly missionary concert would not 
be a success, but a quarterly one might in 
time be made so. In this direction my plans 
are running, although every communion sab- 
bath is the missionary collection sabbath. 

In the mean time, while neither monthly nor 
quarterly concerts for prayer and missionary 
conference exist, I get considerable mission- 
ary intelligence and tone in my sermons by 
illustrating doctrine and duty by facts from 
missionary life and experience, and by letting 
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my people feel that the missionary cause is 
as dear as my right arm or eye, and that, if 
they know but little, I know a great deal about 
it, and love it accordingly; that the cause will 
bear inspection, and that those best informed 
are the most liberal with their patronage. 

This work of informing the people lies very 
largely with the pastors; and, if they are 
engaged in the cause, they will ffid a way 
to their parishioners’ consciences and coin. 
“ Like priest, like people.” 

Again: are we circulating among the peo- 
ple — taking to their doors — missionary intel- 
ligence as is our privilege? 

An agent with missionary books advertised 
from the pulpit, and cordially indorsed by the 
pastors, could make large sales. 

“ Our Gold-Mine,” by Mrs. Chaplin, would 
sell by scores in our congregations; and the 
fruit of such a circulation would produce new 
spiritual vigor in the reader, which would be 
felt in our churches, and in turn make itself 
felt at the Missionary Rooms in its endeavors 
to express its love for the souls of sinners on 
the shores of India and Burmah,— souls for 
whom Jesus died, and whose need of salva- 
tion is so impressively told in the book. 

I need not say that the MIssIONARY MAGA- 
ZINE is to me a source of most important in- 
struction and information; and I only desire 
that its pages may be read by thousands more, 
and a colportor might incidentally add many 
a name to its list of readers. 

This is a practical paper, and the result of 
some practical thinking upon a very practical 
subject. The question of knowledge on this 
subject of missions is to me one of very great 
importance ; and how to get unwilling readers 
informed, — readers who care not for sober 
facts, who are ravished by a story, but have 
little relish for the reading that demands 
thought and urges to self-denial, — how to get 
these informed and engaged in the missionary 
cause requires not alittle sagacity and perse- 
verance. But we are thankful that not all are 
unwilling and ill-informed, if many are; and it 
is a blessed mission for those living ones to 
arouse others until all see alike on this blessed 
subject; and we cannot but congratulate our 
sisters of the Woman’s Society for having 
done a great deal in this work of making up 
the minds of our church-members, and through 
our wives and daughters and sisters teaching 
us our responsibility. 
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There is one department that I have not 
referred to; viz., our sabbath schools, and 
the methods at our command to increase the 
knowledge of and deepen an interest in the 
work of missions among the children; but 
space forbids an expansion of the subject. 
Only let the associations, the pastors, those 
in our churches already interested, the press, 
the sabbath school, work as a unit in studying 
the claims, the field, the workers, the manage- 
ment, of our missionary machinery, and they 
will realize our appeals are more than rhetoric, 
On the fly-leaf of my Bible I have this fact 
written, “ Eighty souls every minute going to 
eternity ;” and, when I think that more than 
half of them are from the benighted continent 
of Asia, I am oppressed with the thought, and 
wish I were a thousand missionaries to go to 
them, and preach the gospel of the Son of God. 
Study, my brothers, study, my sisters, such 
facts as these, and give your heart and purse 
if you cannot give your person to the work. 
It is hearts the cause needs, and to learn is to 
love; and when we love, success is assured. 


DRAWN OUT OF THEMSELVES. 


In that incomparable little volume on prayer, 
known by the title, “THE STILL Hour,” 
written by Professor Phelps of Andover The- 
ological Seminary, we meet with the follow- 
ing: “‘*There are anatomists of piety, says 
Isaac Taylor, who destroy all the freshness of 
faith, and charity, by immuring themselves, 
night and day, in the infected atmosphere of 
their own bosoms.’ Andrew Fuller has re- 
corded of himself, that he found no permanent 
relief from melancholy in his early religious 
life, till his heart outgrew the pettiness of his 
sorrows, through his zeal in the work of for- 
eign missions. We may often be sensible 
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that the teachings of the Spirit in our hearts 
are of just this character. They prompt away 
from ourselves. ‘Look up, look abroad,’ is 
the interpretation of them. ‘ Come away from 
thyself; pray for something out of thy own 
soul; be generous in thy intercessions: so 
shall thy peace be like a river.’ ” 

Harris, in “THE GREAT COMMISSION, ” 
writes: “The striking manner in which the 
missionary enterprise enlivened the piety and 
increased the happiness of those who first 
espoused it may be illustrated best by the fol- 
lowing quotations: ‘There was a period of 
my ministry,’ said the devout Andrew Fuller 
to a friend, ‘marked by the most pointed sys- 
tematic effort to comfort my serious people ; 
but, the more I tried to comfort them, the more 
they complained of doubts and darkness. . . . 
I knew not what to do, nor what to think ; for 
I had done my best to comfort the mourners 
in Zion. At this time it pleased God to direct 
my attention to the claims of the perishing 
heathen in India. I felt that we had been liv- 
ing for ourselves, and not caring for their 
souls. I spoke as I felt. My serious people 
wondered and wept over their past inattention 
to the subject. They began to talk about a 
Baptist mission. The females especially 
began to collect money for the spread of the 
gospel. We met and prayed for the heathen ; 
met and considered what could be done 
amongst ourselves for them; met and did 
what we could. And, whilst all this was going 
on, the lamentations ceased. The sad became 
cheerful, and the desponding calm. No one 
complained of a want of comfort. And I, 
instead of having to study how to comfort my 
flock, was myself comforted by them. They 
were drawn out of themselves. Sir, that was 
the real secret. God blessed them while they 
tried to be a blessing.’” 


MISSION SCHOOLS. 


BY MISS H. N, EASTMAN, TOUNGOO, BURMAH. 


In “The Standard” (Chicago), of Aug. 2, 
there is an article on “ Our Missionary Collec- 
tions: How invest them?” which was written 
apparently by a missionary, or one who has 
once been a missionary. It does not appear 
from what source the author’s illustration of 
school-work is drawn. It certainly is not a 


correct representation of ordinary mission 
schools in Burmah. 

The author assumes that the missionary 
who favors schools spends his whole time in 
teaching a class of twenty or thirty boys from 
heathen families. So far as this field is con- 
cerned, such is not the case. The missiona- 
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ries place school-work second, not first. The 
schools in Burmah, in charge of missionaries, 
number each from fifty to two hundred pupils, 
of whom usually one-fourth or one-third are 
Christians. There is usually a class prepar- 
ing for the ministry. Some of these after- 
wards go to the Theological Seminary in Ran- 
goon to complete their course ; but many of 
them are obliged to enter upon their work with 
no further preparation than that which they 
receive in these station-schools. The mission- 
ary in charge of one of these schools devotes 
to it but a portion, and not the whole, of his 
time. These missionaries are as faithful in 
preaching the gospel as are any; and their 
schools do not dminish, but increase, their 
opportunities of doing so. Missionaries do 
not enter upon school-work because they love 
their ease. Their schools greatly increase 
their labors and their cares, but increase their 
usefulness as well. It has been said above, 
that the missionary devotes but a portion of 
his time to school-work. During about one- 
half of the year the missionary is travelling in 
the jungle ; and the school is either dismissed, 
or left in charge of native teachers and the 
ladies of the mission. During the rains trav- 
elling is nearly impossible. If undertaken, it 
is at great risk of health, if not of life, and is 
nearly suspended even by the natives. The 
Karens do not live in the cities, but outside, 
often upon mountains difficult of access even 
in the dry season. Thus, during the rains, a 
Karen missionary is nearly cut off from his 
more especial work; but his school gives him 
a permanent congregation, and a church with 
which to labor, and material to prepare for 
future teachers and preachers. 

The author of the article in question pro- 
ceeds as follows: “A faithful transcript of 
the school record will not impress you with its 
specialty as an evangelizing agency. There 
will be details of ‘classes in English compo- 
sition,’ ‘classes in English spelling,’ ‘ classes 
in arithmetic,’ ‘classes in decimal fractions.’ 
The special religious instruction of the week, 
exclusive of Sunday, may be summarized in 
some side sentence, such as, ‘ The ordinary 
morning prayers have been kept up through- 
out the year.’” 

The above is dy xo means a faithful tran- 
script of azy mission-school with which the 
present writer is acquainted. Our schools are 
emphatically Bible schools, not on the sabbath 
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alone, but on week-days. In the school with 
which I am most intimately acquainted, the 
pupils are arranged in classes according to 
their abilities; and these classes spend one 
hour daily in the study of the Bible, or rather 
I should say in Bible-recitation: the prepara- 
tion of the lesson should take another hour. 
The Bible-classes include every pupil in the 
school except the youngest class, who study 
a child’s catechism in which Scripture truths 
are taught in simple language adapted to their 
needs. These Bible-lessons are not intellec- 
tual exercises merely: a sincere and prayer- 
ful effort is constantly put forth to teach the 
pupils the way of life, and to induce them to 
walk in it, and to enable those who have found 
the way to give a reason for the hope that is 
in them. We earnestly desire and strive that 
our pupils may understand and love the Scrip- 
tures. Is not this legitimate missionary work? 
Can any words of ours be more effective than 
God’s own word? The pupils in this school 
have their daily morning and evening worship 
together, and besides are accustomed to meet 
in little groups, as they themselves choose, 
for fspecial Bible-reading and prayer. On 
Wednesday is the weekly prayer-meeting. 
The scholars also assemble from three to five 
evenings in the week, to practise singing ; and 
they sing only gospel hymns. We count this 
singing among the most important evangeliz- ° 
ing agencies at our command. I have men- 
tioned only the stated and regular religious 
exercises. Besides these, the missionary and 
his family, with the Christian native teach- 
ers, have almost unlimited opportunities for 
private and individual effort among the pupils ; 
and these opportunities, I know, are not unim- 
proved. Some wives and mothers whose fam- 
ily cares prevent them from taking any of the 
regular school work particularly excel in this 
department. 

I have written a description of the weekly 
religious exercises of our school. I believe 
that in the main it will apply to every Ameri- 
can Baptist Missionary Union school in Bur- 
mah. Of course details will vary. I may add 
that much of the instruction which may be 
called secular is more or less intimately con- 
nected with Bible instruction. Much of the 
geography is Bible geography. The history 
in use is more ecclesiastical than secular. In 
Karen schools, the pupils who study Burmese 
are chiefly engaged in reading and translating 
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the Bible and religious tracts ; and much the 
same may be said of many who study English. 

The writer above named further objects to 
mission schools, on the ground that many of 
the pupils remain unconverted. To this it 
may be replied: Many are converted before 
they enter the schools, a large number are con- 
verted while there, others are converted after 
they leave. It is thought by many who have 
had good opportunities of judging, that the 
school-work yields a larger percentage of con- 
versions than any other work done. It is re- 
ported (on, I believe, good authority) that the 
number of girls converted in Miss Gage’s 
school in Rangoon is larger than the whole 
number of Burman women converted in Ran- 
goon district, where there are some eight or 
ten native preachers employed, besides several 
Bible-women ; and that the same is true of Miss 
Haswell’s school in Maulmain. Further, if 
the objection were a valid one, might it not 
with equal force be urged against preaching 
the gospel? for many of the hearers remain 
unconverted. We read in the Bible, that “a 
sower went forth to sow, and some seed fell 
by the wayside.” Weare told that the sower 
is the Son of man. Shall we refuse to sow, 
because it does not always fall into good soil ? 
He did not. Is, then, the servant above his 
Master? 

It is further stated, in the article referred 
to, that the same sum which is expended for 
a school would enable one to command the 
full time and services of from six to eight 
persons as native evangelists. It may not be 
out of place to ask, Where are these native 
evangelists to be obtained? They do not 
spring up out of the ground. In both the 
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Burman and Karen departments the great hin- 
derance to the work (except the lack of funds) 
is the want of native helpers; and we need 
not expect to have faithful and efficient native 
teachers and preachers unless we train them 
up. Among some thirty or forty native preach- 
ers employed in one large district, I am told 
by the natives that there are only three or four 
who are really able to meet and answer those 
who oppose the truth; and the superior power 
of these few is largely due to superior educa- 
tion. Many of the native preachers them- 
selves feel their need of a better education 
most keenly. 

One word more concerning the weed of 
schools. The Karens had not a written lan- 
guage until the missionaries gave them one. 
The heathen Karens are unable to read : hence 
it is useless to distribute tracts and Bibles 
among them; hence thé imperative necessity 
for a school in every village, and the equal 
necessity for a training-school for teachers. 
These people are waking from the sleep of 
ages, and are no longer content in their dark- 
ness and ignorance. Many of them, espe- 
cially the young people, are exceedingly anx- 
ious to learn; and, if we refuse to aid them, we 
shall lose, and deserve to lose, our influence 
with them. There are others whoare striving 
to enter our field, and take the fruit of our 
labors out of our hands; and they will assur- 
edly do so, if we prove unwilling to go on with 
the work which has been so well begun. 

Christians in America, who all your lives 
have enjoyed all religious and intellectual privi- 
leges to the full, do not, we entreat you, grudge 
these destitute people the few crumbs that fall 
from the table of your abundance. 


LIVING QUESTIONS ABOUT MISSIONS. 


In “The Standard” (Chicago) has been 
presented for several successive weeks, a series 
of very timely articles from Rev. Dr. Gardner, 
dealing with some of the most central and 
vital questions relating to the cause of mis- 
sions. The writer remarks, “I have tried to 
find the bottom questions, and to build up 
therefrom. We have been too easily satisfied 
with surface views. We have taken too much 
for granted. The prime question now is not 
one of money, nor of men, but of missions 


themselves.” From those articles we make a 
few selections which are worthy of being re- 
produced on the pages of this magazine. 
Having presented what the writer very well 
denominates the centripetal force of the gospel, 
as illustrated in local church building in evan- 
gelized countries, he proceeds as follows: — 


But the gospel has another force. The 
local church is not a mere crystal, however 
brilliant, not an aggregation of spiritual ele- 
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ments whose function ends in itself. Hence 
we have : — 

Provision for the expansion, the indefi- 
nite multiplication and perpetuation, of the 
local church, in a succession of propagations 
under the fructifying power of the Holy Spirit. 
Every church of Christ is an organism, and 
contains within itself the function of propaga- 
tion. This may be called the centrifugal force 
of the gospel, the leaven principle, — the out- 
reach, the spread, the “ go ” element, that in- 
heres in the very constitution of the mystical 
body of Christ, and is voiced in the great 
commission. This is the church’s mission 
function ; and, speaking generally, the normal 
exercise of this function constitutes Christian 
missions. 

Following the very etymology of the word, 
Christian missions are the send-outs of the 
church, — the men andgwomen sent out to bear 
the glad tidings to the regions beyond; the 
money sent out to support them; the Christian 
sympathy, the prayer, the general spiritual 
energy, sent out to seek and to save the lost. 
Gathering up all the blessings of the salvation 
in Christ intothat one sweet Scripture word, 
“the evangel,” —then Christian missions are 
simply this: Zhe evangelized sending out the 
evangel to the unevangelized. 

In this broad definition it will be seen that 
no account is taken of place or distance, or 
such subordinate matters as nationality or lan- 
guage, or social condition, or degree and qual- 
ity of civilization. Theseare all circumstances 
around the one great fact,—the unevangel- 
ized. Hence such conventional and partial 
words as foreign and home, and state and 
city, as applied to Christian missions, will have 
no place in my discussion of this subject. I 
shall speak of missions as sending out the evan- 
gel tothe unevangelized. And, if the unevan- 
gelized be found near at home, then we who 
have the evangel shall only have not so far to 
send it, and with less inconvenience, but none 
the less to send it. And if they be far away 
over ocean and continent, in pagan lands, then 
we shall have only the farther to send it, and 
at more risk and outlay of life and treasure, 
but none the less to send it. And yet there 
are two facts which will of necessity carry 
this whole discussion largely into the line of 
so-called foreign missions. These are:— 

1. The fact that some parts of the world 
are in the general sense of the world already 
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largely evangelized, including the older por- 
tions of our own country; by which I mean 
that the gospel—the evangel—has been 
already proclaimed to all the people, not that 
all have personally accepted it. : 

2. The fact that so very large a proportion 
of the unevangelized, those to whom the gos- 
pel has never been preached, are outside of 
our own country. I suppose the simple 
arithmetic of the matter (which is not by any 
means the sole measure of duty) would say, 
more than a thousand to one. 

But the world is a// Christ’s; and no con- 
sideration of the obligation of missions would 
be broad and worthy, that did not bring un- 
der its purview the condition and wants of the 
whole world, 

There are two ends to the mission-lever: 
at the one end is the hand, at the other the 
weight to be moved. I shall speak first of 
the weight, the main thing, that for which the 
lever is used at all, — the condition of the une- 
vangelized world. Afterward | shall speak of 
the hand, that without which the weight would 
never be moved with whatever leverage, — the 
mission force of the church, and how to use 
it. 

Under the first head I propose to consider 
the six following questions : — 

1. What is the fundamental spiritual want of 
the unevangelized world? 

2. What is the condition of the unevangel- 
ized here and hereafter with this want unsup- 
plied? 

3. Is there any supply for this want in any 
of the so-called ethnic religions ? 

4. Does Christianity furnish an ample and 
exhaustless supply? 

5. Does the success of modern Christian 
missions warrant such a claim ? 

6. What is the true and potent motive for 
mission-work ? 

1. What is the fundamental spiritual want 
of the unevangelized world? It is threefold. 

(1) An influential knowledge of the true 
God. 

I say an influential knowledge; for there 
may be a kind of vague and shadowy notion, 
as it were the lingering memory of what was 
once to somebody in the line of past genera- 
tions a thing known and felt, which some- 
times goes for knowledge, but which is not 
knowledge. Thus the notion of God seems 
to linger in the dim consciousness of men 
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who have lost all positive and influential 
knowledge of God. The Brahmin has this 
dim notion, to which he gives the name of 
Brahm. The Buddhist, even in spite of his 
essentially atheistic faith, still catches glimpses 
in his better consciousness of a something 
like unto God. The Aztec and the North 
American Indian retained, hid away in the 
lines of moral heredity from the earliest 
times, some vague conceptions of the Great 
Spirit. But these notions, these vague dim 
conceptions of something above and beyond, 
a power, a somewhat akin to fate, — these are 
not knowledge, the knowledge of God. To 
know God is something more than a shrewd 
guess at his existence and a dread of his 
power. Knowledge of a personal being im- 
plies nearness, communion, mutual insight, 
with at least some degree of interior revela- 
tion, and some possible fellowship, sympathy, 
and love. 


But the unchristian are far from God; they . 


do not hold communion with him; they have 
no spiritual discernment of his character. 
“The world hath not known thee,” said 
the Master. “The world by wisdom knew 
not God,” such is the inspired verdict of 
Paul. I need not enlarge: it is plain, that, 
outside of the gospel and its revelations, 
there is no clear, influential knowledge of 
God as God. 

(2) Along with this as a second element of 
the great fundamental, spiritual want, the un- 
evangelized have no love for God. Love is 
harmony; but there is no harmony between 
the sinful heart and God. Love is assimila- 
tion; but the unrenewed through the power 
of the evangel are neither like God, nor 
growing to be like him. On the other hand, 
there is fearful moral dissonance everywhere 
in the unevangelized, whether in Christian or 
in pagan lands. Everywhere, in all times, in 
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all climes, in the greatest variety of circum- 
stances, we find the same fearful moral dis- 
harmony. Menare not harmonized, as Joseph 
Cook puts it, with their own environment, 
which, he would say, consists of God, their 
own conscience, and their record. But in 
this environment God is the great and all- 
controlling element. The conscience and the 
record will take care of themselves as soon as 
the soul is harmonized with God. There is 
no mistaking either the voice of revelation or 
of the most penetrative human discernment: 
the frightful spiritual want of the world with- 
out Christ is a want of love, of reconciliation, 
of peace with God. The moral unrest of the 
world shows it. The aversion, the turning 
away of the heart from the divine presence, 
shows it. The sense of guilt, universal in the 
natural man, shows it. This is the one great 
demonstrated fact cropping out in all human 
efforts in the line of religion, as well as in all 
violation of moral law, — that men everywhere 
out of Christ and without the gospel are not 
only negatively without the love of God, but 
are positively averse to God, at enmity, hos- 
tile, rebellious. 

(3) But a third element in this threefold 
spiritual want is the absolute powerlessness of 
the unknowing, unloving man, to change these 
conditions. The Ethiopian cannot change his 
skin. The loss of knowledge and the loss of 
love have wrought their terrible result in the 
loss of power to know and love without some 
outside help. This is not mere spiritual dark- 
ness: it is paralysis of spiritual vision. It is 
not merely locking God out of the heart: it is 
losing the key. Hence the great world-de- 
mand for the healer, the restorer. The want 
of the world is fundamental, inveterate, uni- 
versal. Without some outside help, it does 
not know God, it does not love God, it lacks 
power to know and love him. 


BURMAH. 


fHlission to the Burmese, 
LETTER FROM Dr. STEVENS. 


BassEtn, Feb, 18, 1878. 
BurMAN ASSOCIATION. —I came here to attend 
the eighteenth annual meeting of the Pegu Bur- 
mese Association, which commenced its sessions 
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on Thursday the 14th inst., and continued through 
the sabbath. And that day was happily marked 
by the baptism ‘of a young Burmese woman by 
Brother Jameson ; and by the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper by the Burmese church, in which 
the delegates were invited to participate. 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE MEETINGS. — Owing to 
the distance of Bassein, and the expensiveness of 
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travelling, the attendance from abroad was small ; 
but the occasion was deeply interesting, and amply 
rewarded those who came. Brother Jameson, 
through the Burmese messenger, had previously 
called the attention of the churches to the meet- 
ing, and specially requested that the delegates 
would come, praying earnestly for a blessing on 
the people of Bassein as well as on the churches 
represented. On our arrival we found an ample 
and neat shed erected on the side of the Burmese 
chapel, in which evening meetings were to be held, 
with special reference to the heathen. The fence 
of the chapel compound separating it from the 
thoroughfare had been removed, and a low plat- 
form raised, in the hope of attracting the people 
of the street to sit under the shed; but they 
seemed generally to prefer sitting or standing out- 
side. 

A CONVERTED MussuLMAN,. — The opening ser- 
mon of the association was preached by Ko-Yoh- 
Koke, the Mussulman convert, from Col. iii. 3: 
“For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God;” clear, discriminating, and practical. 
The sermon to the preachers was by Brother 
Jameson, from 2 Cor. v.14: “The love of Christ 
constraineth us ;” adapted to leave a most salutary 
impression on the minds of us all. The circular 
letter was by Brother Rose, a very valuable paper, 
pressing the need of spiritual power by the preach- 
ers of the word, that, whatever knowledge of the 
Scriptures even we may possess, great success in 
winning souls may not be expected without obtain- 
ing also “the power from on high.” Two of the 
discourses delivered during the meetings were in 
the same line of thought ; and we cannot but hope 
the subject will be weighed by those who heard, 
more than ever before. 

NEWS FROM CHURCHES. — The letters of the 
churches were, on the whole, of an encouraging 
character, although in some of the churches there 
was a marked diminution in numbers. The bap- 
tisms reported were 95; whole number of mem- 
bers, 1,249 ; and the contributions for all purposes, 
Rs. 2,661-12-3. The business of the association 
was conducted with commendable order and de- 
spatch, showing that our native brethren are be- 
coming well used to the ordinary forms of pro- 
ceeding. 

CONTRIBUTION. — The contributions sent up 
for the home-mission work of the association were 
Rs. 270; which was swelled by a collection at the 
close of an English service, in which Brother Rose 
preached. During the year the chief aid bestowed 
by the Home Mission Committee was on the Prome 
field, in the partial support of one Burmese and 
one Karen preacher. 

EVENING SERVICES. —~ The evening services 
under the shed proved a prominent feature of 
the meetings. ,The number of Burmese Chris- 
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tians was small; the attendance from the Karen 
compounds, Sgau and Pwo, was much larger; 
and quite a large number of heathen stood and 
sat outside the shed in the street. The preaching 
was by both missionaries and natives; and the 
former could not but be deeply interested in the 
readiness, the tact, and the ability exhibited in 
the addresses of the native preachers. In listen- 
ing to these brethren, I never felt, I think, equal 
satisfaction before in the thought, that truly Chris- 
tianity has taken root among the Burmans, and 
that out of them God will raise up in time an effi- 
cient ministry for the Burmans, 

New STIMULUS IMPARTED. —I cannot but feel 
that the delegates will return to their respective 
churches, feeling that the Lord has been with us, 
and conscious of a new stimulus to labor for 
Christ and for the souls of their countrymen. 
The next time the association is appointed to be 
held at Thongzai, which is so much more central, 
to which access by railroad is so easy, that there 
will probably be an unusually large gathering. 
May the Lord make it his set time to favor this 
Burman Zion for us to rejoice over ! 

During the meeting I have been very kindly en- 
tertained by Brother and Sister Carpenter. Sure- 
ly they and the corps of teachers working with 
them are doing a grand and good work, for 
which we ought to thank God, 


LETTER FROM Mrs, M. B. INGALLS., 
Tuonazal, February, 1878. 

A FUNERAL FESTIVAL. — Last month I attended 
the funeral festival of a celebrated priest, which 
continued four days. It was an immense gather- 
ing, and the offerings were costly. I think they 
had twelve pagodas like funeral cars, and one large 
paper temple, for the burning of the body, and 
some fifteen trees on which were hung the presents 
for the gods and priests. The coffin was placed in 
the mouth of a large peacock figure, some twenty- 
five feet high, a framework of bamboo, covered 
with all kinds of offerings. The under part of the 
wings sparkled in the sunlight ; and, on inspection, 
we found that they were brass trays, fastened on, 
and afterwards presented to the priests. They 
danced the peacock about a whole day, and hired 
a man to wail for the priest ; then it was placed on 
other cars, and shaken about in the same way. In 
the centre of the ground they had theatrical plays, 
and dancing and music half of the day, and four 
nights. 

The zayats were filled most of the time with 
middle-aged men and women; and about the tem- 
ples and monasteries were many groups, and at 
one end a canopy for people and refreshments. 
The people were dressed in their best attire; and 
this, with the files of Burman officials who kept 
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order, made it a very imposing scene. It was a 
blending of the gay and the sad. We were often 
quite deaf with the noise about us; but in the zay- 
ats, monasteries, and temples, and under some of 
the canopies, and in the booths, there were hun- 
dreds of men discussing the religions of the world. 


A PRIEST CONFUTED.—One day I went to a 
booth in which a visiting priest reclined. There 
were three hundred men half bent over in rows be- 
fore him, and in front one man was engaged in ask- 
ing questions. He is a man who has read many of 
our books ; and I was pleased to find that he was 
pressing this renowned priest to explain the origin 
of their gods. “There have been many,” he said, 
as he placed his hands before his forehead in token 
of his reverence for the priest and the gods, 
“You say the first god became a god by keeping 
a holy law. Will you explain the origin of the 
law? If it came from man, then our gods are 
the disciples of men; if from Nats, then below 
the Nats,” 

The priest was evidently troubled, but got out 
his rosary, and replied in long sentences of Pali; 
and, as the man was dissatisfied, he turned to 
me, and, in the presence of all the people, said, 
“T like your way the best, —first God, then the 
law, and then man.” Some of them asked me to 
sit down, and talk with the priest ; but the priest 
was displeased with the man, and I did not sit 
down, but gave them a book ; and they read it for 
a half-hour, and then many went and joined our 
three preachers who sat in the temple. 


AN INEFFECTUAL EFForT. — The Bible-woman 
and I saw many women; and we consulted, and 
decided that we would spend our time with the 
women. We went into a zayat; and before I sat 
down they quickly pulled in the mat, which left 
me on the dirty floor. We tried to gather the 
women about us; but their minds were on the 
music and plays, and we spent a half-hour without 
one good hearer. The old Bible-woman was dis- 
couraged, and begged me to go somewhere else ; 
and, as I had a company of Christian women and 
girls, we went out and looked at the gaudy cars, 
which were hung with Burman paintings. 

On our way we tried to speak with some women ; 
but they only cared to look at my dress and my pock- 
et, which they said would be good fora thief. I tried 
to tell them that our God could see all such deeds ; 
but my words were lost upon them, and they has- 
tened off to the dancing. We looked at the cars, 
and then went on to the canopy, under which the 
priest had been embalmed for four months. They 
had made another coffin, and put on it a gilded 
figure to represent the priest ; and on the elevated 
floor many priests reclined about. 

As we were all females, we thought we would 
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pass on; but one of them had seen me once, and 
asked where I was going, and this paved the way 
for me to halt; and at last we sat down, for it is 
not respectful, according to Burmese customs, to 
stand and converse on religious subjects before a 
priest. 

THE WAY OPEN FOR TEACHING.— The way 
was open at once, and I spent an hour in answer- 
ing their questions. They were very civil, and 
some of the questions reasonable ones, but some 
were foolish ; and after a time the way was clear, 
and I gave them a history of our religion as well 
as I could. I asked to call some of our preachers ; 
but they refused to hear one of their own country- 
men, and so I was forced to do the best I could. 

The old Bible-woman sat near me, and kept lift- 
ing up her heart to God; and so I grew stronger, 
and talked till I felt pretty tired and hoarse; and 
then I opened my bag, and offered my books. 


GIvinG ouT Booxs.— They all got down from 
their seats, but refused to take the books from my 
hands, as this would be pollution for a priest. I 
would not put my books down on the dirty ground, 
and I thought they were not going to take them; 
but one of them was so much interested, that he 
took one from my hand; and then they all fol- 
lowed his example. As I gave out my books, I 
found I had been having an audience of zineteen 
priests, and only two of them had ever read our 
books. We thought we would leave them with the 
books, and make another effort to converse with 
women ; but we only found one woman who heard 
much. She was pleased with our way, and we 
should have had a good time with her, but she had 
spent the whole night at the play, and said she 
must sleep; but she took a tract for her boy. In 
the evening we had a good company at our house, 
but no women. 

ANOTHER EFFoRT.— The next day we made 
up a large party of Christians and preachers, and 
went out again to the funeral. This was a great 
eating day; and hundreds of men and women 
brought out their food, and gave to the people. 
“Even a cigar,” urged one man, “will give me 
great merit in some of my future states.” The 
smoke and the smell of all these varied dishes, and 
the music and dancing, made it an awful place to 
me, and I longed to get back to our stopping- 
place ; but we thought we would take one trip to 
the booth. And here were our nineteen priests: 
some of them were reading the tracts we gave 
them the previous day. They were much pleased 
to see us, and asked us to come in the enclosure ; 
and here we read and talked two hours. Four of 
them were Mandelay priests, and knew about my 
visit to the “Golden City.” They told me, as a 
great piece of information, “that the king’s goat 
was dead, that we saw about the royal monastery.” 
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The king is a strong believer in transmigration, 
and purchased this large goat for the sum of fif- 
teen hundred rupees, and fed it, and kept it with 
the priests, in order to obtain merit in his future 
states. Well, it is dead, and I suppose they had 
some funeral obsequies for him. But I must pass 
over many of these things, and say that it was 
strange, but we only found one woman who lis- 
tened long enough to understand our religion. 
We gave out four hundred tracts to the people ; 
and the preachers worked hard. I gave out nine- 
teen books to the priests; and since that I have 
received visits from several, and they did not come 
to see curious things. 

Visiror No. 1 came on his way to the cars, 
and spent the night in my house. His follower 
said it was not the custom of a priest to stay in a 
house where there are females, but the priest said 
we were religious teachers also; and the man was 
delighted. We had service in the Seddinger Hall 
that night, and the preacher’s subject was Christ’s 
love: so he heard that from the *f Burman room ;” 
and then the preachers had conversation with him. 
The next morning he ate breakfast at our house ; 
being the second priest who has done so in Burmah. 

OrHER VisiTors.—After he went away we 
had calls from two others; and at noon, another 
call from two who came to read in our big Bible. 
They spent two hours with us, and asked many 
questions. One was, If a holy God ought to move 
upon the face of the waters (Gen. 1). If Noah 
and his family were righteous, would it not have 
been possible for God to have taken off the curse 
of death? Was Satan held in chains? Where 
was flesh given for food? How could Christ be 
called Son of God? why not Holy Jesus? When 
will this world be destroyed? and, What ani- 
mal will your mamma be in your next state? In 
the afternoon we had calls from three more, and 
two went out where Miss Evans was in the chapel. 
Some of these priests are sincere, and I believe 
think of casting off their robes. I went to Letpa- 
dan the next day; and one of the priests came 
and slept in our chapel, and ate in the morning. 
Miss Evans tells me that two more came after I 
left; so there has been a stir among the priests. 
Our converted priest has faith to believe that some 
of these men will leave the priesthood. 


ANOTHER FUNERAL.—We are invited to 
another funeral at a place ten miles from this, and 
we hear that they have invited some very cele- 
brated priests. It will be in March or April, and 
we mean to be there. I do not attend these gath- 
erings as much as formerly, but send the men and 
women, as it is a time of eating, drinking, and smok- 
ing. I have not seen desired results of my work at 
such places ; but this last place shows good results 
soon, and I am encouraged to go to the one where 
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we have been specially invited. We may not find 
interesting women, and we will work as we are led. 

A SHort Tour.—Since the funeral we have 
made a short tour in the Letpadan district. We 
have one new station which has lately sprung up. 
The preacher of the place was ence the Letpa- 
dan priest, and was converted twelve years ago, 
There are three Christian families there. Some of 
the Christians are growing in Christian graces, and 
some have become very worldly-minded; so we 
have joy over some, and sorrow over others. I 
came home on account of sickness in our place. 
but shall go out again after our Home-Mission 
meeting. Miss Evans will carry on her school, 
and look after things generally in the church and 
out of the church. My adopted son Henry is a 
great help in superintending the building of 
houses, and helps Miss Evans in the sabbath 
school, speaks to the people who come when I am 
absent and while Miss Evans is busy. 

3. 

Baptisms. — Yesterday we received three into 
our church by baptism, They are from our schools, 
Two have been in the Karen College for a few 
months, but they seem still linked to us. One is 
the son of a Chinese father. This makes twenty- 
two who have been added since last February. 
We would that we could count thousands of new 
converts, but we must rejoice over these. They 
have had additions at Letpadan and Sonnway ; and 
we know that the Lord is here. 

Urrer BurMAH.—I do hope there will be 
much prayer for our friends in Upper Burmah. I 
longed to follow them by next train. Mr. Cushing 
told me of our books, which have not been lost; 
and you must not be astonished if you hear that I 
have the Upper Burmah fever, and have gone up 
to work a little. Mr. Cushing and Mrs. Cushing did 
a grand thing when they went up to Bhamo, and 
there will be grand results. Don’t think you will 
have reason to fear the easy life of your Shan mis- 
sionary. Mrs. Cushing just came down to meet 
her husband; and back she goes alone with her 
little boy to Toungoo, and he up to Bhamo with 
these fresh soldiers. May the Lord bless them in 
this sacrifice for Christ, and bring them together 
again as a family! There is no one for the poor 
Burmans up there. I have sent some of my books ; 
and, when I can some time spare a few months, I 
must go up to sow more seed, and perhaps rejoice 
with those who may reap. Now I am too busy 
here, and have not yet recovered from the fire. 

If God opens the way, I hope I shall be ready. 
Every day we send our books by the people who 
come and go from Upper Burmah. 

I hope the missionary-concert people will have 
Upper Burmah as the “Jacob wrestling.” God 
heard the cry of our fathers; and he is the same’ 
God, and will hear this cry. 


1878. ] 


Mission to the 
LETTER FROM Mr. Lyon. 


MANDELAY, Jan. 29, 1878. 

PROVIDENTIAL. — You can imagine the joy of 
our party on finding Mr. Cushing in Rangoon. 
He has been of invaluable aid in advising us in 
regard to outfit, and in arranging our government 
business here at Mandelay. We arrived just in 
time to secure an audience with the ningyee or 
prime minister, and who barely chanced to be in 
the city at this particular time. At his request, 
Mrs. Freiday and Mrs. Lyon accompanied us gen- 
tlemen to the reception. We were given a most 
courteous audience ; and our requests were readily 
assured us. We gladly regard this as another 
among the many incidents of our journey that 
seem to us especially providential. 

INCIDENTS. — Owing to low water, our journey 
onward to Bhamo may be somewhat delayed. 
But we hope for patience at this very end of our 
journey. Surely our trip so far could not have 
been more crowded with things to be thankful for. 
In company with Mr. Cushing, I went to Bassein, 
and met Mr. Carpenter and the missionaries there. 
I feel very grateful for this acquaintance with 
them. The native preachers came into an after- 
noon meeting in the interest of the mission at 
Bhamo. They gave very close attention to Mr. 
Cushing as he detailed the opening there. As a 
partial result, two native preachers are with us for 
this work ; Ko-Leh and Natha S-Peh’s wife also 
accompanied them; others are promised: we go 
on hoping, trusting, 

STUDYING Ka-KHYEN. — We are receiving de- 
lightful instruction in Ka-khyen from Mr. Cushing, 
who has done a noble work in reducing so much 
of the language to form for study. We hope to 
make a substantial beginning in its study before 
reaching Bhamo. Already it seems somewhat 
familiar. Remember us at Bhamo every day, and 
do not forget to write to us. 


LETTER FROM Mr, CUSHING. 
MANDELAY, Jan. 31, 1875. 

RETURN TO UPPER BuRMAH.—I left Rangoon 
Jan. 14, and the pleasure of brief visits at Thong- 
zai, Zeegong, and Prome, where I found the mis- 
sionaries in good health, and hard at work. We 
all left Prome by the “ Aloungfryah” Jan. 17, 
and arrived in Mandelay the 25th. Monsieur 
d’Avesa had made arrangements whereby our busi- 
ness with the court was speedily accomplished, 
The day after our arrival, we all visited the Kin- 
woon-ningyee, who is really the prime minister of 
the kingdom. The ladies were invited by the 
minister to accompany us; which was a great 
courtesy, as females are not accustomed to attend 
any audiences given by the minister. 
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THE RECEPTION AT CourT.— Our reception 
took place in a room furnished with tables and 
chairs in European style. The walls were hung 
with pictures, and the floor was nicely matted. 
We all sat round the table with the minister, while 
a few Burmans crouched at the top of the stairs. 
Tea and oranges were served. The minister gave 
immediate assent to the request for a royal order, 
and said that it should be sent us. Since then it 
has been received, and we are ready to start for 
Bhamo soon as the Bhaman steamer arrives. 


DELAY. — Unfortunately, as I wrote you months 
ago, when urging you to send the new men in Au- 
gust or September, the river is so low that the 
Bhaman steamer is very irregular in her trips. 
Report says that she has been aground nine days 
She should have come 
in several days ago, and started back this morning ; 
but she has not arrived yet. I regret this delay 
exceedingly on account of the house-building 
going on at Bhamo, and the great expense of re- 
maining on board the steamer here. We have 
nowhere else to go, and so we have to make the 
best of it. I regret that the new men did not start 
a month earlier, as this delay would have been 
avoided. All are at work earnestly on the lan- 
guages, and making good progress. This delay 
gives opportunity for study, and in this respect 
will not be wholly a loss. 

CATHOLICS IN BHAMO. —I have with me two 
Karen preachers, and the wife of S’peh, who is 
already at Bhamo. I think that they promise to be 
good workers. Recent letters from Bhamo say 
that all remains quiet in the district which they 
expect to live in, so that I trust they will meet with 
no hinderances unless the Roman Catholic priests, 
have succeeded in pre-occupying the villages, 
which have been open to them hitherto. Mr. Sol- 
tan writes me, that three more Roman Catholic 
priests are expected in Bhamo soon: then there 
will be eight of them. 


LETTER FROM MRS. CARPENTER. 
January, 18738, 

THREE NEW MEN FoR Upper Burman. —I 
wish I had time to tell you of the visit of Messrs. 
Cushing and Lyon, setting forth the demands of the 
work, and calling for ¢hree new men for Upper Bur- 
mah. Two had offered themselves two months ago, 
and had been appointed ; but now one was not well, 
and the other ailing at last accounts and not now on 
hand. And here ¢hree were wanted in twenty-four 
hours. What should be done? The list of young 
men graduated at the seminary, and still unmarried, 
was gone over. We had been trying for weeks to 
secure one as a substitute for the sick one, but 
without success. One was heard of who had a 
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wife and child; but on careful inquiry he, too, was 
under treatment for a disease akin to leprosy. For 
a wonder, his wife, one of our former English girls, 
was all ready to go. At last, when we were almost 
in despair, and no little ashamed, one of our best 
vernacular teachers, who joined the school less 
than a year ago, one of our old boys in the seminary, 
a graduate, said if no one else could be found 
he must go. He has an invalid wife subject to 
frequent and prolonged attacks (so severe that it is 
feared almost each time that she may die), and one 
child. When he was reminded of this, he said 
she was not helped by his staying with her. He 
could leave her and the child in the hands of her 
friends and the Lord. Our three oldest and best 
boys in the vernacular said they were ready to go, 
but their friends would not consent. They would 
be glad also to finish their studies, but if no one 
else appeared they would give up further study ; 
but they had regarded the opposition of their 
parents as decisive. The father of one had said, 
“Do as you please; but, if you go, don’t call me 
father any more.” One of the oldest preachers 
quietly quoted the passage, “If any love father or 
mother,” &c. Finally, after nearly three hours’ 
session, we saw no light, and returned to the house. 
(The whole school had listened to Mr. Cushing’s 
representation of the field.) Two hours later, while 
we sat at dinner, these three boys appeared at the 
head of the stairs. We called them in. The 
youngest, but the best scholar, and the leader of 
the three, was spokesman. He said they had all 
decided not to be deterred by the opposition of 
their friends: if no better or more suitable men 
could be found, they would go. “ When?” was 
asked. “To-night, if you wish,” was the reply. 
“We shall not go home: we shall have no more 
contention about it. If we are the best ones you 
can find to go, we will go.” They were all pale 
with emotion, and very solemn but determined. 
We all had moist eyes, thanked the Lord, accepted 
their willingness, but said we would still con- 
sider. Cushing was very much disappointed not 
to take any one back with him ; and if staying over 
* another steamer would have accomplished any thing 
he was willing to stay, though he greatly needed 
the time in Rangoon. We told him we thought it 
not really necessary, and that we would do our 
“level best” to send him three men, the best we 
could, by the next steamer. So they went, but not 
jubilant. 

PREACHING AND PRAYING, — Then we began to 
pray harder than ever, that the Lord would 
prepare and send whomsoever he would, but if 
possible let these boys have more time to mature, 
They left Saturday evening. Sunday morning one 
of the native preachers preached such a sermon as 
I have never heard before in Burmah. Such single- 
eyed consecration to the service of the Master, 
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such implicit and trusting obedience to his com- 
mands, and such warmth and power of exhortation, 
I have never heard before from native lips, I sat 
and cried, the whole service. In the morning we 
had communion ; a larger number present than [ 
remember to have seen, since our return certainly, 
Those three boys were especially remembered, and 
they themselves felt that might be their last meet- 
ing with us. We all felt very tender and very 
solemn. Monday morning the wife of the Karen, 
now in Bhamo, who had before stoutly refused to 
go, came in with her friends, and declared herself 
ready to put herself into the hands of the Lord, 
and go. Here was ananswer to prayer. Tuesday 
night the steamer was to leave. Tuesday noon, no 
new light appearing, H. called up the oldest of the 
three boys, Nay-thah, twenty-two, and told him 
we could not wait longer. He must take S’peh’s 
wife to Rangoon, and go on himself. He was old 
enough, and knew enough of the truth, to be trusted. 
It was plainly his duty to go now. H. promised to 
send two more by the next steamer. He looked 
very solemn and pale, but did not flinch. All three 
had continued at their lessons as usual. That 
afternoon he spent in gathering up his few things, 
making a few purchases, &c. We gave him quite 
a supply of useful books for reading and study, to 
piece out his education with. He engaged to stay 
two years if the Lord will. We told him if able 
we should go to visit him next year, and in two or 
three years he might come back for his wife. This 
brought the first smile. He had never been out of 
Bassein, was taking the step which would probably 
decide his whole life, was leaving his relatives with- 
out a good-by, and must have the care on the 
journey of the other man’s wife and child. 

THE DEPARTURE. — A large company of the 
scholars, prominent among them his two classmates, 
accompanied him down to the steamer. You may 
be sure our love and prayers went with them. It 
was the week of prayer. The whole school were 
having prayer-meetings every evening. After the 
meeting we delayed to talk a little. I noticed a 
boy come up after the others had gone down. He 
proved to be one who had been despatched the 
Saturday previous, to get tidings of one of the 
young men already under appointment. We soon 
learned from him that he had brought back the 
appointee, ready to go on board that evening, — 
another great occasion for thankfulness. We hur- 
ried back to the house, found it even so, welcomed 
him, sent him off to eat rice, then fitted him out 
with medicines, &c., and sent him off to the steamer 
with an escort, and our prayerful blessing. Nay- 
Thah’s heart would be unspeakably rejoiced, we 
knew. One man remained for the next steamer. 
We did not feel it wise to send the two younger 
boys at this time, nor the teacher with his invalid 
wife. Our most popular school-teacher happened 
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in that day. He studies in this school in the rains, 
and teaches in the dry season. He has hada heart 
to go, but wanted to study longer. I set the 
necessity before him, and after a little reluctance 
he decided to go. He must return to the village 
where he was pledged to teach, and settle up affairs, 
and return again by the next evening. This he 
promised to do. He fulfilled his promise, but an 
elder of the church came with him. They were 
very reluctant to dismiss him. This could have 
been overruled ; but he had made some purchases 
with borrowed capital, and it was finally decided 
that on that account he ought not to leave just 
now. It was, however, then too late to supply his 
place ; and, as S’peh’s wife had gone, we felt it was 
almost the same as three men. So we shall prob- 
ably wait a little before sending more, and see how 
these are received, and how the way opens up 
beyond. 

I know you will sympathize and rejoice with us. 
Nay-thah is our second missionary from this school. 
The other two are graduates from the seminary, — 
our old pupils. I know you will pray for them, 
that this effort, which has seemed to have been 
begun, and carried on step by step, by the Lord 
himself, may still be guided and blessed by the 
same hand. 


ASSAM. 


LETTER FROM MR. NEIGHBOR, 


Nowcone, Assam, Feb, 1, 1878. 

WorK AS uUsUAL.—The work in the station 
itself, as also in the district generally, has been car- 
ried on as usual. The regular services of the 
church, and the weekly prayer-meetings, have been 
maintained, and the attendance has been good. I 
have my usual Bible-class in the rains, as also a 
larger class twice each week from the schoolboys. 
All the beneficiaries in the school are Christians, 
members of the church. The work of the native 
preachers has been faithfully done, I think; but it 
affords little or no incident. I, too, have tried to 
give faithful supervision to the whole work, and to 


bring up the church to a position where it will feel * 


and accept its proper responsibilities. 

REASON TO REJOICE.— We have this year par- 
ticular reason to rejoice in the ordination of 
Charles Sonaram, who is the elected pastor of the 
Nowgong Baptist church, which has also its own 
elected clerk and treasurer; and I believe it will 
be faithfully cared for by Charles, after we have 
left the station. I have prepared a small Assam- 
ese “ Pastor’s Hand-Book,” which he will find 
useful ; and have been engaged in the publication, 
now nearly completed, of a Mikir dictionary. 
These things, with teaching, preaching, and the 
general supervision of the entire work, have kept 
my hands more than full; and, now that the year 
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has gone, we feel that we have to thank the Lord 
for his great mercies to us, and to ask him to grant 
our daily prayers for his acceptance of what we 
have tried to do in his name, and his blessing upon it. 


LETTER FROM Mr. MASON. 


Gowa para, Assam, Jan. 28, 1878. 

A PREACHING-SCHOOL. —In November last, as 
an experiment, I permitted the normal-school 
pupils to go in a body to visit the several Christian 
stations, to hold meetings, to preach and to exhort, 
as best they could. That the effort was beneficial, 
both to the pupils and to the people, is evident. 
When the school gets established at Tura, I trust 
the people will be able to do more of such work, 
by going separately and more frequently to the 
surrounding villages. 

PREACHING Tour. — Before the school had re- 
turned, I started on a visiting tour. Leaving Gow- 
alpara Nov. 27, I followed along the foot of the 
hills to the south-west, through a section I had 
never before visited. After a journey of four days, 
enlivened by the usual number of novelties both 
pleasant and otherwise, I reached Shamuagar. 
This church now numbers thirty-five members, 
many of whom are Burmans, a remnant of the 
Burman supremacy in Assam, Shamuagar is so 
far from Gowalpara, and so separated from the 
other Christians, that it has been less often visited. 
The last visit was made by Brother Keith, when on 
his way to America. The Christians here have a 
few faults to correct ; but I was happily surprised 
to find them so faithful. I had heard of their 
weak faith, and of some who had in times of afflic- 
tion resorted to demon-worship ; but one of their 
number had recently died in triumph, and in her 
dying hour had preached to them words that proved 
beneficial. 

HELP FROM ENEMIES: SELF-DENIAL FOR 
Curist.—I had some difficulty in preaching to 
them, as but few understood Garo; their common 
tongue being a blending of the Bengali and Assam- 
ese. We were able, however, very satisfactorily to 
examine and receive five new converts. In the ex- 
aminations we were assisted somewhat by our 
enemies. I had the day before met, at another 
village, an intelligent Burman, whom I invited to 
attend the meetings. This man proved to be one 
of the wealthiest men of that section, and the 
father of one of the new converts. In a mild, 
gentlemanly, but determined way, he said to his 
daughter, “You are my only child, entitled to all 
my wealth. If you abandon your religion, and 
become a Christian, you are mine no more: we 
are severed forever; you must not again enter my 
house, and you can have none of my property. 
The two are now before you: make your choice, — 
these, or Christianity.” Sorrowfully, but with decis- 
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ion, she replied, “I wish not for such a separa- 
tion ; but, of the two, I must choose my Saviour.” 
Whereupon the father turning to us says, “ There 
it is: you hear what she says; you have her.” We 
most thankfully received her, also her husband, 
who was a Garo-speaking Rabha, of uncommon 
intelligence and Christian zeal. 

AN UNVISITED FIELD.— From Shamuagar I 
proceeded to Tura, where I spent six days with 
Brother Phillips, reviewing, discussing, and plan- 
ning our work, From Tura I came directly 
through the hills, making a trip which no foreigner 
had before attempted without an armed escort. 
Two years ago British officials forbade us making 
the attempt. Comparatively speaking, I met but 
few of the wild Garos, as many had moved away 
from the main path. The following to a friend, 
penned while on the way, will give a fair idea of 
the interior of the hills: — 

“Tam spending the night in one of the wildest 
of places, surrounded by one of the wildest of 
peoples, twelve thousand miles from my native 
home, fifty miles from my family, and a day’s jour- 
ney from a single white face. I am stopping in 
a large deserted village, situated on the bank of a 
stream which goes roaring along the gorge, over 
a bed of massive bowlders. On every side save 
where the stream ploughs its way, hills rise 
abruptly for hundreds of feet. The Garo houses, 
though but recently deserted, and still in very good 
order, are mostly covered with luxuriant growth of 
weeds and vines. I have just been through one of 
the houses. Like all Garo houses, it is a long, 
low, dark, smoky thing, built on posts, with grass 
roof and bamboo sides and floor : it is twenty feet 
wide, and one hundred and twenty feet long. I 
find nothing in the house but a few old war- 
shields, and two strings of skulls and jaw-bones, of 
which I counted over one hundred. 

“SAVAGE MEN AND WILD BEAsTs. — Just out- 
side, over the bones of the dead who have been 
burned, stand several bamboo poles loaded with 
rice and other food intended for the demons, 
‘Close by stands a post, to which the village chief 


was recently tied and whipped for allowing a mur- 


der here. Two plain people, passing, asked for 
guides : two Garos, thinking it a fine opportunity to 
obtain a pair of skulls without detection from gov- 
ernment, led them into the jungle, and killed one 
of them ; the other escaped, bleeding, back to Tura. 

“In these wilds, the elephants, tigers, leopards, 
bears, wild cattle, wild hogs, deer, &c., still find a 
safe and natural home. In these fastnesses the 
people have for ages perhaps felt safe from all 
intrusion : but the power of civilization has found 
entrance ; and now we come bearing the sword of 
the Spirit, whereby we hope to see these people 
liberated from their long bondage of sin, and a 
change made on all things.” 
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Upon reaching the northern frontier, I visited 
three of our Christian stations, at each of which I 
found new converts: some of them had recently 
come to Christ. Although knowing but little of 
Scripture doctrine, they gave evidence of the 
Spirit’s work. 

At Dilma, where the few faithful Christians have 
met a great deal of hostility, and where it has 
seemed almost useless to make any efforts, Dad- 
ing has for the past eight or nine months been 
earnestly at work; and we had the privilege of 
receiving thirteen new converts as the result of 
these efforts. 

A TRIP TO THE EAst.—I spent two or three 
days at home, and then made a tour to the east- 
ward. I was nearly six weeks in camp, and trav- 
elled with pony and on foot about four hundred 
miles. I visited every Christian station. Seventy- 
two converts have been received and baptized: a 
few backsliders have been reclaimed. 

A Harp Roap AND Lost SHEEP. — On my way 
to a distant village, my guide twice lost all traces 
of the path; so that I myself was obliged to break 
the way through the dense jungle, up and down 
the mountain-sides. Upon reaching the place I 
found no suitable house for services: so we gath- 
ered about a few fires, in the clear moonlight. I 
told them why I had come, of my joy in meeting 
them ; and reading to them the parables of the lost 
sheep, silver, and son, I endeavored to show them 
the great love which is now searching after them, 
and the riches which await their return from sin, 
All listened with uncommon attention; and, when 
I had finished, one man sprang to his feet, saying 
that he was a lost sheep; that he had once pro- 
fessed to be Christ’s, but had got out of the way, — 
instead of climbing, he had been slipping back and 
back. This man and wife went with me some 
ten or twelve miles to Rajasimla, from which 
church they had been excluded, confessing their 
faults, and were again received. A few others 
were also gathered in, some of whom had heard 
the gospel from Brother Phillips at Tura. 

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME.— At Adokgiri, Phel- 
sing, the teacher who is supported by the church 
and Sunday school of Strykersville, N.Y., is doing 
a good work. A year ago, as I was about to visit 
this place, the native assistants thought the dan- 
gers and difficulties of reaching it insurmountable ; 
but setting aside their objections, and making the 
attempt, the place was reached, and soon after a 
school was started. Already we are permitted to 
gather some fruit: six converts were baptized, and 
the whole village seems ready to listen. 

A FAITHLEss TEACHER.—I again visited the 
place of which mention is made in the September 
MAGAZINE, under the head of “Candidates for 
Baptism.” The teacher there mentioned had 
fallen into open sins, so that for the past six 
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months they have had no teacher. I, however, 
found the members faithful, and anxious for a 
teacher who could lead them in the right way, for 
they were ridiculed on account of the conduct of 
their former teacher ; notwithstanding this trouble, 
there were new applications for baptism, of whom 
we were able to receive twelve. 

SomE Converts.— The first to offer himself 
after the sermon was a man who said he had never 
been to meeting: he had, to that day, worshipped 
demons; but he believed what he had heard, and 
he was determined to follow Christ. We exam- 
ined him long and carefully, but could find no rea- 
son why he should be refused baptism. A son of 
this man was also received ; who, though partially 
foolish, had not ceased to warn his neighbors from 
the error of their ways, and had been instrumental 
in bringing along his father. 

The only one of my burden-bearers who was not 
a Christian gave a most heart-touching confession 
of the experiences he had while accompanying, 
and professing his determination to follow Christ. 
When asked what his mother, who is a heathen, 
would say, he replied, “ She is only too glad to see 
her boys reform.” Two sisters of the backslidden 
teacher died the day I was there, but I know not 
as any evil has been attributed to my visit: on the 
contrary, others are asking for baptism, and Ram- 
khe is revisiting them. 

ANOTHER PLACE REVISITED: A CONVERT’S 
ANSWER. — At Chocholja, where a beginning was 
made and so many baptized last year, I found the 
converts all faithful. They have endured some 
very severe tests during the year; but they seem 
all the stronger for it. When we had baptized 
thirteen converts, Shoneram, the teacher, said, 
“There are only two families more unconverted in 
the village now.” 

Most of the converts, we find, have no connected 
catechism to repeat, and are therefore obliged to 
give their opinions in their own way. One man, 
when asked to give some of the principal precepts 
of Christ, gave as first, “ Live by your own indus- 
try.” Not a very intelligent answer, perhaps, but 
how few come nearer the root of the matter! 
Omed, who is slowly recovering from paralysis, 
and has of late been able to get about and preach 
considerably, met me at this place. One evening, 
when I was too ill to continue the services, he 
could not rest till he had come to my bedside, 
and prayed for me. How much we owe to such 
prayers, God only knows. 

FAITHFUL DIscIPLINE. — At Rungjulia we 
have for some time been troubled with a few un- 
faithful members. They had promised often to do 
better, but it had become evident that their hearts 
were not in their promises. It was necessary, 
therefore, to cut them off. I was more than 
pleased at the Christian spirit manifested by the 
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church in disciplining them. They have had sev- 
eral meetings, and excluded none till every mem- 
ber was fully satisfied that he could not bring them 
back. 

TESTED DIsciPLEs.—I was very much moved 
by the experiences of two of the faithful members. 
One, since his conversion, had passed through the 
severest trials: he was often tempted to doubt 
God’s goodness, or that there was any God. But 
God’s grace had been sufficient, and he had tri- 
umphed. Another said, “ When I was the only 
Christian of the family, my brothers and sisters 
were sick, nigh unto death. My parents and 
neighbors attributed all the trouble to my Chris- 
tian profession, and were constantly urging me to 
abandon it. I was once almost persuaded, and 
was prevented only by the thought that if I should 
go back, the little church would be weakened, and 
would perhaps grow less and less, till there 
would be no one left to hold up the light of the 
gospel in the place.” How self-forgetting and 
Christlike ! 

Rungkhee has been laboring with this church 
for the past four or five months, and I feel sure it 
will be greatly strengthened. Sin and ignorance 
abound ; and yet I feel greatly encouraged at see- 
ing so much of the true Christian spirit prevailing, 
and so many new converts gathered in. 

MorE HELP NEEDED. — Had we the money 
needed, we should doubtless have gathered many 
more: some five or six places are still vacant, 
from which teachers have been withdrawn for the 
want of means to sustain them, even at the low 
figure of thirty or forty dollars a year. Some seem 
discouraged, saying, ‘The missionary cares not 
for us; for, see, he has taken away our teacher.” 
Others are still calling, and some most promising 
new places are opening. Oh that the means were 
at hand! that those in our enlightened land, who 
have so freely received of God’s mercies, would 
more freely give to such needy ones ! 


INDIA, 


to the Teloogoos. 
LETTER FROM Mr, Downie. 
NELLoRE, Feb. 22, 1878. 

A PROMISING CONVERT. — When we first came 
to Nellore, Dr. Jewett called our attention to three 
young men of the Reddy caste, living at Rajeepa- 
lem, one of our out-stations, who, he said, if not 
already Christians, he believed would some day 
come to Christ ; and then added, his eyes gleaming 
with delight at the thought, “ When we get the 
Reddies, Brother Downie, our mission will be 
made ; for you know the Reddies are the bone and 
sinew of the Teloogoo people.” Well, last sabbath 
I baptized the youngest of those three young men ; 
and a more hopeful convert I have never led down 


‘ 
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into the watery grave. He is a strong-built man, 
over six feet in height, and with a passion for 
knowledge not often seen. It would delight you 
to see this great tall fellow sitting on a low bench 
with boys scarcely reaching to his waist, and study- 
ing with them the elementary branches of educa- 
tion. He will, however, speedily outstrip them, 
and, if he continues as he begins, will be ready for 
the Ongole school by this time next year. 

A Harb STRUGGLE. — It has been a fierce strug- 
gle for him to throw off the shackles of caste, and 
leave his family. For three days his people hung 
around us, trying to persuade him to return. “Just 
for one day, to comfort their weeping family,” so 
they said ; but we heard their intention was to burn 
with red-hot gold the tongue that has confessed 
Christianity. Of course we refused to give him 
leave ; without which, according to Hindoo cus- 
tom, he could not leave us. 

GETTING READY.—The second of those three 
Reddy boys, a bright-looking fellow, has been to 
us requesting baptism, He bears a good reputa- 
tion, and for four years has been “almost persuad- 
ed to become a Christian;” in fact, living more 
like one than many of our own people. He has 
gone back to finish off some work for his sister, 
who is dependent on him, and then he says he is 
coming to put on Christ in baptism. If, as Dr. 
Jewett said, we get the Reddies, we may begin to 
expect the day we are all so fondly looking for, — 
the day of independent, self-supporting Teloogoo 
churches. God speed the day! and for this let our 
brethren at home unite with us in earnest prayer. 


LETTER FROM MR, DRAKE. 
Kurnoo , Feb. 23, 1878. 


FAMINE NOT OVER.— We are still in distress. 
This harvest is a failure, and those who had looked 
forward to this for food are sadly disappointed ; 
and now there are no relief-works for the people to 
go to. I have made two tours recently, and find 
much distress in the villages. The people have 
gathered grass, and beaten out the seeds till that is 
exhausted, and now they are without food. Noth- 
ing more can be realized from the soil, of any 
value for food, until September or October. In 
some respects the people are worse off now than 
they were last year at this time. 

Hore DEFERRED. — In October, 1877, it did ap- 
pear that the famine was over; but the rain was 
not sufficient to bring the grain to perfection, and, 
besides, the insects destroyed much of this light 
crop. I write chiefly to state the present circum- 
stances, and future prospects. We are in need of 
money to relieve distress. Can we have it, or not? 
I think the Christians of America ought to know 
how matters are at present, that they may give 
accordingly. The hot weather is at least a month 
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earlier than last year; and sickness is common, 
although not so much fever as two months ago. I 
am holding on, but feel I must seek a change in a 
short time, for the past year has been a trying one. 
Many have applied for baptism, but I ask them to 
wait a while. 

Is there any prospect of an appropriation for 
mission buildings for this station? I hope the 
state of the treasury will admit of this during the 
present year. We need a mission-compound now: 
it would add much to the work at this time. I am 
about securing a building-site, 


GERMANY. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS OF THE GERMAN LA- 
BORERS OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
UNION. 


Hersfeld.— Mr. Beyerbach reports pleas- 
ing progress in the different branches of useful 
work carried on by the church. He mentions, in 
particular, that the hearts of the brethren have 
been gladdened by the conversion of four Sunday- 
school scholars, as well as of two others who had 
jnst been dismissed from the school. Under such 
circumstances, he regrets the withdrawal of the 
usual support from him, which he feels very keenly 
under the present stagnation of business. 

HANOVER, Zinberk.— Mr. Stunke describes the 
quarter as a stirring and blessed one. He has 
visited all the twenty stations during the quarter, 
and crowded meetings have been held almost every- 
where. Six persons have been baptized, the greater 
number of whom were awakened at a tea-meeting, 
which concluded a conference held with a neigh- 
boring church. One of the baptized was garrisoned 
at Einberk, and has now returned to his home 
(Siegen, in Westphalia), where he now testifies of 
the truth he has found. 

WuRTEMBERG.— Mr. Fritz reports progress in 
the Sunday school. Children in riper years, who 
were obliged formerly to attend the church’s les- 
sons in the catechism, are now free from this, and 
therefore receive now religious instruction according 
to our views. Four baptisms during the quarter. 

Hartz MounrtTaAINS, Goslar.— At one station 
where the work was languishing, a sister has rented 
a place for public worship, where the meetings are 
now held and are well attended. Mr. Ripling has 
preached here several times, After the services, 
the people are accustomed to keep their seats, 
longing to hear more. This offers a good oppor- 
tunity of stating the truth in a conversational way. 

SILesia, Freiburg. — Mr. Knappe, who -never 
neglects visiting Bohemia, although it must be done 
secretly, as no foreigners are allowed to hold meet- 
ings there, has always some pleasing news in his 
journal, of the quiet progress of the truth in the 
surrounding darkness. The latter is illustrated by 
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the fact, that while he was at Silesia a new Roman- 
Catholic church was dedicated, when in all public 
houses dancing was carried on in celebration of the 
occasion. Frivolous songs struck the ear of our 
brother, from a band of the faithful ones coming out 
from the inn. And yet the priests say to these 
people, “ You have the true faith.” 

BREMEN. — Mr. Bues always makes the impres- 
sion in his journal, of a regular and useful pastor. 
During the Christmas festivals of his church, a re- 
vival occurred among the young ladies of his con- 
gregation, in which some children of the members 
were brought to Christ. Among the conversions 
was that of Mr. Bues’s daughter, an only child. 
This young lady had been governess in Scotland, 
and had recently returned to live with her parents 
once more, when it pleased the Lord to open her 
heart, and to draw her to himself. The father 
spent a whole night in prayer with his child before 
her doubts and fears were removed. At length she 
was able to praise the Lord with joyful songs. The 
favorite English hymn, “Oh, happy day,” &c., as 
well as a German translation of, “ Just as Iam,” &c. 
were the most suitable expressions of her feelings, 
In October Mr. Bues took part in the alliance meet- 
ings held at Cologne, which was a rendezvous of 
most Christian workers in that part of Germany, 
including Professor Christlieb of Bonn. Arrange- 
ments were made in such a way that the ministers 
of the Established Church, who attended the meet- 
ings, were lodged at dissenters’, chiefly Baptists, so 
as to give an opportunity for removing prejudices, 

MULHAUSEN. — Mr. Matter reports five baptisms, 
two love-feasts, nine journeys. A new station has 
been opened. At one of the baptisms, several mem- 
bers of the “ Evangelical denomination” (Method- 
ists) were present as spectators. They were 
alarmed about ¢heir baptism ; but, instead of follow- 
ing the Lord’s command, they quieted themselves 
with a pamphlet, “‘ Kahl’s Baptism,” which is zeal- 
ously being circulated among them. 

LITHUANIA, — Mr. Scheffler states that the pres- 
ent membership of the church is two hundred 
and thirty-one. Peace and harmony prevail among 
the two nations, German and Lithuanians, of which 
the church is composed. 

OLDENBURG. — Mr. Janssen has visited 319 fami- 
lies, travelled 1,075 kilometres during ‘the year ; 
356 visits, sold 32 Bibles and 79 Testaments, dis- 
tributed 2,000 tracts, walked 745 hours. 

HOHENSAATHEN ON THE ODER. — Mr. Palm has 
been troubled much with perfectionism of a radical 
kind, which caused the separation of twenty-three 
members from the church. He has been saddened, 
besides, by the death of two of his children, al- 
though their entrance into the better world has 
been a remarkably triumphant one, both being truly 
converted. 

WESTERN Prussia, Bromberg. —The church un- 
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der Mr Curant’s care is in a flourishing condition. 
The membership has grown from one hundred and 
twenty-six to one hundred and forty during the 
year, and there were fifteen baptisms. The Sun- 
day school numbers sixty-five scholars. Mr. C. 
travelled 571 German miles during the year, and 
circulated 60 Bibles and Testaments. 

ZiRIcH. — Mr. Harnisch reports seventeen bap- 
tisms during the year, 33 journeys, and 240 letters 
written. His labors have been as various and as 
multiplied as ever. 


GREECE. 
LETTER FROM Mrs. SAKELLARIOS. 
ATHENS, March 2, 1878. 

Our ANNUAL MISSIONARY MEETING has just 
been: holden, and a good meeting it was. Our 
little contribution-box (the gift of some friend of 
missions) was placed upon the table on the first 
sabbath of January, 1877, and was filled again and 
again with Grecian coppers from “ the widow’s 
mite ” to the heavy de kara or two-cent piece. 

At the close of last year we proposed to hold our 
meetings to appropriate the collection, and to stir 
up our minds by way of remembrance of the Sav- 
iour’s commands, “Go ye into a// the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature ;” but we had 
unavoidable hinderances to carrying out our plan 
until this week, and for which we devoted our 
usual Wednesday lecture-evening. The usual at- 
tendants and friends from other missions gathered 
in. 

Our programme was as follows : — 

1. Chant, Psalm cxvii. 

2. Singing the hymn, “ The Lord our Shepherd.” 

3- Reading of Scripture, Luke x. 

4. Prayer by Rev. George Constantine. 

5. Scripture recitations by some of the school, 
of Paul’s first missionary journey, with map. 

6. Remarks, and statement of collection, by Mr. 
Sakellarios. 

7. Singing hymn, “ The Lord of all.” 

8. Remarks on necessity and result of earnest 
effort, by Rev. G. Constantine. 

g. Prayer. 

10. Singing hymn, “‘ From Greenland’s icy moun- 
tains.” 

11. Benediction. 

The collection which was gathered during the 
last year and a few months of the previous year 
amounted to drachmas 55.02, lep. ($11.04), besides 
a special donation of drachmas 22.40 lep. from. 
Brother Xanthos and daughter, and drachmas 10 
from George B. Xanthos, making drachmas 32.40 
lep. ($6.44) in all; amounting to drachmas 87.42 
lep. ($17.52) for the spread of the gospel in those 
lands which have not the word of God. 

A general hand-shaking ensued, and a genial, 
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social half-hour was enjoyed ; and the audience dis- 
persed with kind good-nights. The sabbath-school 
cause but adds a link to the mission cause. As 
Mr. Constantine said, “One learns for himself in 
a day school, but he learns for others in the sab- 
bath school.” 

It is so the sabbath-school scholar learns the 
truth: he learns wisdom, and the charity that 
Christ gave to the world. 

Mr. Sakellarios remarked on the closing words 
of the parable of the Good Samaritan, “Go shou 
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and do likewise.” We must love and sympathize 
with, and help, suffering humanity. This is Chris- 
tian effort : such effort we, as Christians, must put 
forth to cheer the desponding, and do good to all 
men by giving them the word of God. Our hearts 
were made to glow with love to Christ. May the 
contribution for the extension of Christ’s kingdom 
on earth be blessed to those to whom it is sent in 
opening the eyes of the blind, that they may see 
wondrous things for their salvation, out of God’s 
law! 


MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


PROFANATION OF THE BIBLE. — Only late- 
ly, in one of the villages south of Calcutta, a 
case of this kind has occurred. In the course 
of a public discussion with a Baptist mission- 
ary, the Roman-Catholic priest admitted that 
the Bible was a good book, but could not be 
safely intrusted to children any more than a 
knife could. Soon after, some of his people 
brought the Bible to him, and said, “ You say 
the Bible is a good book, but we are children, 
and it will injure us if we read it: you who 
are skilled, teach us.” The priest refused, and 
actually in his rage flung the book away into a 
corner of the church! This took place in the 
month of March, 1877.— /ndian Evangelical 
Review. 


Dr. DurFr.—In a lower career than that 
which he made the missionary’s to be, Dr. 
Duff would have been as Henry Lawrence or 
John Nicholson were in the Punjab and the 
Mutiny. Impelled throughout by a burning 
zeal for Christ, which sometimes carried him 
away as by a whirlwind, and by an intellectual 
breadth which the catholic field of India de- 
veloped as the ecclesiastical divisions of Scot- 
land could not do, he manifested all through 
his public career these two qualities, a fearless 
energy and a rare unselfishness, which some- 
times made him forgetful of the weakness of 
other men. The former was the secret of his 
power as an orator, in his earlier days, when 
for hours at a time he carried the largest 
audiences away with him, in Scotland, in Eng- 
land, and in America. We have heard the 
most competent critic among Englishmen pro- 
nounce his “ Lecture to Young Men,” in Exe- 
ter Hall, on India, the greatest oration of its 
day. This generation cannot judge of what 
they did not hear, any more than we can, to 


whom Sheridan’s exaggerations against War- 
ren Hastings, and Whitefield’s most powerful 
appeals, seem tame. From all eternity Christ 
meant the heathen to be taught, and the Chris- 
tian Church has done nothing for India. That 
was the burden of his speech; and who that 
knew the facts would not wax eloquent with 
such a theme ?— Daily Review, Scotland. 


InDIA. — This country may almost be called 
a continent, as it is nearly as large as Europe. 
Starting ;from Calcutta for the north-west, a 
person may ride on the railroad fifteen hun- 
dred miles without changing cars, and nearly 
as far travelling in another direction. Its pop- 
ulation is over two hundred and forty millions. 


WE spend in this country $700,000,000 for 
intoxicating drinks every year. All the boards 
of missions spend for salvation of the world 
something under $6,000,000. There is the 
solemn secret. More than ten dollars given 
to send men to hell, for every one to send them 
the gospel of life! Yet this is a Christian coun- 
try. We boast our civilization, our culture, our 
institutions ; we think we are doing very well, 
and deserve the admiration of the world: yet 
our bureaus of statistics disclose awful facts 
to our disgrace. We have no excuse for these 
things. They are wrong. The gospel can 
remedy them if we will do our duty. A day 
is coming when God will arise, and terribly 
shake the earth. Give us as much money for 
missions as is used in the cancerous traffic of 
liquor, and we will solve the problem of the 
reign of evil forever. — Missionary Advocate. 


BiTHyNnIA.— In the villages and towns of 
Bithynia, the people are becoming preachers 
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of the word. Ina mission church near Nico- 
media, the male members have formed them- 
selves into a band called the “ Distributors of 
Light.” The women have their organization, 
“Bearers of Glad Tidings.” The children 
have theirs, “The Little Flock.” All are 
engaged in Bible circulation and in the spread 
of the gospel in adjacent villages and country. 
The whole church is organized for work. 
This universal, and the whole world would 
speedily be ablaze with gospel light. — Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


Beyroot. — In Beyroot and in many Leba- 
non villages are there native and foreign 
schools, colleges, and training institutions, 
besides churches. The English evangelistic 
work is here abundantly blessed. Thousands 
of children have already been taught divine 
truth, including the daughters of Moslems. 
Their wives have also been instructed. Bible- 
women engage in this labor of love ; and some 
native women have already been trained for 
the service. A princess in Beyroot, with her 
husband, servants, and other ladies, are in- 
quirers after the true God, while the Druses 
and others have been reached. — /did. 


JAPAN. — Every report from Japan brings 
news of the rapid deheathenization of the 
country. The Church must see to it, that, 
when idolatry is abandoned, the gospel is 
substituted in its stead. The prospects are 
that Christianity and civilization will advance 
pari passu in the Mikado’s realm. — /did. 


CHINA seems to be in a shaky condition. 
Siam is refractory. A rebellion is imminent. 
The Emperor wants tribute; and the Siam- 
ese pretend that they are afraid to bring it by 
a particular route, as they were robbed once 
that way. The tremors of the great revolution 
are ever and anon felt in Asia. The shadows 
of doom are falling on hoary superstition. — 
lbid. 


CHINA: NANKING.— Dr. Gulick has re- 
ceived some account of the Arabic Bibles sent 
last year to the Rev. Mr. Whiting, who says 
respecting them, — 

They have been loaned to several mosques, 
and in each instance have been returned. after 
a number of days. I have never offered to 
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loan a copy; but, if asked to do so, I am happy 
to oblige my visitors. Mohammedan A-hungs 
(teachers) constantly go to our book-shop, and 
read for half an hour or more 

the question whether the Chinese Mohamme- 
dans understand the Arabic Bible, I will say 
that some do, without any doubt. One who 
read in Genesis for some time remarked, that, 
if all the book was like that, he would indorse 
its doctrines. Perhaps, however, the Persian 
would be better understood. Their commen- 
taries are in Persian, as well as the greater 
part of the books in their mosques. They 
also converse in Persian to a limited extent, 
and it is the language by which they communi- 
cate with other places. 


CHINA. — We have here an immense coun- 
try, a vast population, a regular government. 
Each of its eighteen provinces, all subdivided 
for administrative purposes, is densely peo- 
pled. There have been appointed to China, 
by our different Protestant institutions, about 
three hundred missionaries, of whom about 
sixty are females. But of these missionaries 
upwards of a hundred and sixty are located in 
nine cities! Thus the vast masses of China are 
left unevangelized. Millions upon millions, so 
far as our missionaries are concerned, never 
hear of the name of Jesus. Cazfoz is situated 
in QUANTUNG,which province has nineteen and 
a half millions. There are 62 missionaries in 
this province, of which Canton has 28, — near- 
ly one-half the number. The number is made 
up thus: American Baptist 4, American Pres- 
byterian 10, American United Presbyterian 
1, British London Missionary 3, British Wes- 
leyan 9, Continental Rhenish 1, — total 28. 
What about the unevangelized millions of 
Quantung and neighboring provinces? Ki- 
ang-su has thirty-four millions, and Shanghai 
has twenty of the thirty-nine missionaries as- 
signed to this province. These twenty mis- 
sionaries represent nine societies; and the 
remaining nineteen missionaries are located in 
four towns; and millions upon millions in the 
province live hopeless, and die in darkness. 
We might draw a much darker picture. We 
might tell you of vast and populous provinces 
wholly unevangelized, the people sitting in 
darkness, though the Christian Church has 
sent out so large a band of missionaries to 
this part of the heathen world.— Zhe Mis- 
sionary Herald, Eng. Baptist. 
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JAPAN. — The case mentioned in the Japan 
letter, of a government official, who, on be- 
coming a convert, left his position with a 
salary of thirty-five dollars per month, to be- 
come a Christian preacher and colportor at 
fifteen dollars per month, carries with it a 
silent moral influence scarcely less important 
than the direct effort to which he now gives 
his whole time and strength. And how effect- 
ually do such instances disprove the flippant 
criticisms which travellers make upon the 
quality of heathen conversion !— Zhe Foreign 
Missionary. 


THE HEATHEN CONDEMNED. — It must 
also be kept in mind, that the condemnation 
of the heathen does not result from their re- 
jection of Christ, or their disbelief in the gos- 
pel. They know not these. Christ in these 
latter days has been proclaimed to many a 
pagan, and the truth as it is in Jesus has been 
pressed upon many a heart in heathen lands. 
It is, however, true that the vast majority of 
the heathen are still ignorant of God’s method 
of recovery from sin and hell through the in- 
carnation and sacrifice of his own Son. But, 
if ignorant of this saving truth, they are under 
law, and responsible to God for their acts. If 
they have not the gospel or the written revela- 
tion given to men for their guidance, they have, 
from their own innate sense of right and 
wrong, a law to which they are amenable. 
They are not, then, to be tried by the standard 
possessed by Christian nations, but by that 
which Paul declares in Rom i. 10, 20, ii. 14, 
15. This condemns. It reveals their guilt, 
but holds out no hope of pardon or salvation. 
These desired blessings are in no way con- 
nected with this rule of duty. The light of 
nature, like the moral law, legislates only for 
obedience. It provides no mediator, and from 
its very terms it cannot save the transgressor. 
— lbid. 


LANGUAGES OF INDIA.— These are mani- 
fold, so that it may be said that in India you 
meet with every kindred and nation and peo- 
ple and tongue; and yet the many, in thinking 
of the country, inhabit it with a single people 
called Hindoos. Says Rev. Dr. Caldwell, 
“ The number of languages properly so called, 
spoken in India, is very much greater than is 
generally supposed. Not including English, 
the language of government and of the higher 
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education; not including Sanskrit, the liter- 
ary language of the Brahmins and other 
India-Aryans ; not including Persian, the lit- 
erary language of the Mohammedans; not 
including any of the languages spoken on the 
farther side of the Indian frontier, such as 
Beluchi on the north-west, or the Burmese 
dialects spoken on the eastern side of the Bay 
of Bengal; reckoning only the languages 
spoken within the boundary-line, but including 
native states as well as British provinces, and 
the aboriginal tribes of the hills and forests 
as well as the more cultivated races, —the 
number of languages spoken in India cannot 
fall short of ONEHUNDRED.” Twenty of these 
are deemed cultivated, and the rest unculti- 
vated. This multiplicity of tongues is a bar- 
rier to the spread of religious truth. Wherever 
a different language is spoken, there is a dis- 
tinct people to be reached, which involves a 
separate system of means for their evangeli- 
zation. Time, money, labor, life, are demanded 
for this special work. Each race must have 
its own laborers, Bible, literature, and other 
agencies. Christianity, we find, is taught in 
twenty-seven Indian languages, or twenty-nine 
if Sanskrit and Persian are included, and 
amongst twenty-three of the peoples by whom 
these languages are spoken. — Jéid. 


GERMANY. — In looking over the reports of 
other religious bodies, it is gratifying to learn 
that the Lord is with his people. The Method- 
ist and Baptist Churches report gradual 
progress. It is also a hopeful sign for Ger- 
many, that the State Church is waking up to 
activity. Men of great influence and spiritual 
power seem to take hold of the great mission- 
ary work, in organizing missionary societies, 
and employing lay members in mission work. 
Before me lies the fourth report of the city 
mission of Berlin. The number of city mis- 
sionaries now employed has increased from six 
to fifteen in the last year. And the society 
seems to have had great success in the work. 
May it go on in that great but ungodly empire 
city of Germany! Many of the High Church- 
men seem to be alarmed at the awful condition 
of the State Church, and are determined to 
rest no longer in the old way of ease, but will 
adopt such measures and means as will, at 
least to some extent, reach the people, and 
bring them under the influence of the Word 
of God. But still, most of those who work in 
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connection with the State Church for a refor- 
mation cannot yet feel reconciled to missionary 
enterprises like ours, carried on by men who 
come from abroad, simply because they cannot 
conceive the idea of free churches, and full 
religious tolerance in this country; and this is 
to be regretted. However, this sectarian feel- 
ing will by and by pass away, and a glorious 
union of the Spirit will take place among the 
different denominations who profess a living 
faith in Christ. May the Lord hasten the time! 
— Evangelical Messenger. 


WHITE MISSIONARIES IN WEST AFRICA. 
—The question, whether it is wisdom or 
suicidal folly for Americans to attempt the 
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evangelization of Africa, has often been raised. 
It has been said again and again, — generally 
by sceptical travellers, or those having no 
sympathy with evangelical truth, —that white 
men, and especially white women, go to Africa 
only to find an early grave. Like many other 
sweeping assertions, this contains a certain 
degree of truth, but so slight a degree as to 
amount to a virtual misrepresentation. The 
coast of West Africa is undoubtedly insalu- 
brious; and of all foreign mission-fields, its 
total statistics show the largest per cent of 
sickness and death. Dr. Leighton Wilson has 
shown, however, in his work on Africa, that a 
great change has occurred since the early 
years of missionary labor.— Zhe Foreign 
Missionary. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


#@> A PRESBYTERIAN clergyman, in a pri- 
vate note to the Secretary of the Missionary 
Union, writes, “With the glorious record and 
success of your society, how is it possible 
your churches can help doubling their contri- 
butions at once? And then the elements of 
your organization and working, with the ful- 
ness of detail and marked economy manifest 
in your published accounts, give you a vantage- 
ground above most other societies.” 


REMIND THEM OF THEIR Duty. — How 
many Christians and churches have to be re- 
minded every year, and frequently through 
the year, of the duty inculcated in the Great 
Commission, or they will do nothing whatever 
to send the gospel to the perishing! The 
late Dr. Baron Stow, in a missionary sermon 
preached by him when he was pastor of Bald- 
win-place Church, Boston, says that when 
Ko Chet-Thing, a Karen convert, was in this 
country, he was urged on one occasion to ad- 
dress a congregation in respect to their duty 
to send out and support more missionaries. 
After a moment of downcast thoughtfulness, 
he asked with evident emotion, “ Has not Jesus 
Christ told them to do it?” — “Oh, yes!” was 
the reply; “but we wish you to remind them 
of their duty.” — “Oh, no!” said the Karen: 
“if they will not obey Jesus Christ, they will 
not obey me.” He, in his simplicity, consid- 
ered the command of the Master as para- 


mount and all-sufficient. And why should it 
not be? 


A New Missionary MaAp.— There has 
been for some time a growing demand for a 
large and comprehensive missionary map, 
suited for the vestry and for missionary con- 
certs. That demand is about to be met by 
publishers G. W. and C. B. Colton & Co., 172 
William Street, New York. More than thirty 
years ago the same publishers issued a large 
missionary map of the world. The plates of 
their former map were destroyed, and it has 
been out of print for many years. The most 
complete work of the kind ever made is now 
in press, and will be for sale in about a month 
from date. In size the map is six and a half 
by twelve feet; and its price is twenty dollars 
a copy, including a manual designed to sup- 
plement the map. “It is printed in oil-colors, 
on fine cloth manufactured and finished ex- 
pressly for this purpose; and in appearance, 
as well as in extent and accuracy of informa- 
tion, is greatly superior to any similar map 
before made. The names of central stations 
of all missionary societies, both American 
and foreign, are shown, and are underlined in 
colors.” Those copies that may’be ordered 
from the Rooms of the Missionary Union will 
have the missions of the Union prominently 
presented to the eye by a color specially 
chosen for the purpose. The corners of the 
map are filled with the latest and most trust- 
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worthy statistics, indicating the grand divis- 
ions and the subdivisions of the earth’s popu- 
lation. By this publication a great want has 
been met; and, in the proper use of such a 
map in missionary meetings, the knowledge 
and interest of the people in relation to the 
cause of missions wiil be largely increased. 


PROPHECY AND FULFILMENT. — On the Ist 
of December last, Rev. Dr. Warren, former 
Secretary of the Missionary Union, wrote to 
Mr. Clough on the occasion of sending relief for 
the famine: “Soon converts will come so fast 
that you will not know what to do with them or 
with yourselves.” While the letter was on 
its way to India, on the 23d of Decem- 
ber, on the occasion of the bi-monthly meet- 
ing at Ongole, fifteen hundred people from 
near and far came to the station for baptism. 
Mr. Clough had sent out circular letters to all 
the native preachers, to request native con- 
verts not to come inat present. One preacher 
stated that he turned back over four hundred 
converts who had started before the circular 
reached him. Mr. Clough did not know what 
to do with the multitude. 


"> A BROTHER anonymously sends to 
Treasurer Smith $250 for foreign missions, 
and in his accompanying letter says, “I have 
hesitated about making this contribution, desir- 
ing only to do what my Lord would have me 
do with that which is his own; fully recogniz- 
ing that I and all I have belong to him.” He 
says his income, chiefly from a salary, has 
been reduced fully one-half: “ yet,” he goes on 
to say, “I have not felt it to be right to begin 
curtailment at the Lord’s treasury. What I 
may be able to do another year, if my life is 
spared (I have passed my threescore years 
and ten), I do not know. That I cheerfully 
leave with Him whose I am, and whom I 
serve. As I grow older, my interest in the 
cause of missions, which is the cause of my 
blessed Saviour, increases. ... Brethren at 
the Rooms, you have the constant and fervent 
prayers for the success of the work in which 
you are engaged, of a Friend of the Mission- 
ary Union.” . 


THE Baptist Boy AGAIN. — That Bap- 
tist boy, who a short time since sent to the 
Missionary Union seven dollars, has just for- 
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warded seven more; and in his letter enclosing 
his offering he writes Treasurer Smith some 
things deserving the special attention of other 
Baptist boys. He says, “I am sorry to hear 
that the Missionary Union is in danger of 
being in debt at the end of the year... . If 
this subject were fairly presented to the Bap- 
tist schoolboys of America, there would be 
no danger of a debt next year. Every farmer 
should give his boys a piece of ground to 
plant with corn or potatoes, the products to 
be sold, and the proceeds given to the Union. 
This is the time of year to decide that ques- 
tion. The sons of mechanics, with the help 
of their father, can make useful articles, and 
sell them, and all the money go to the Union. 
On the seacoast where fish are plenty, a few 
days’ fishing would bring a handsome sum of 
money for missions. In these and like cases, 
where boys might need the help of grown-up 
men, there will always be some kind-hearted 
man to lend a helping hand.” Now, then, let 
the Missionary Union hear from hundreds 
and thousands of the Baptist boys. They, if 
they will, can keep the Union out of debt. 


Wuy DELAy?— Why should the evangeli- 
zation of the world be delayed? Every coun- 
try is open, and every nation is now accessible 
to the teachers of Christianity. Means neces- 
sary for furnishing the whole world with the 
gospel are in the hands of the Lord’s people. 
The Christian Church could easily supply men 
and money adequate for carrying the gospel 
message into all the world within the next 
quarter of a century; and that, too, without 
imposing any heavy strain upon her resources, 
or sacrificing any of the interests of the cause 
of God in the lands already evangelized. 
With her numbers, representing the best cul- 
ture and intelligence ; her many thousands of 
preachers, now crowding upon each other in 
the comparatively narrow home fields; her 
vast wealth; her wide and potent influence; 
her access to all the improved agencies and 
mighty forces of a western civilization for a 
rapid diffusion of the gospel messages, and a 
speedy transit of missionaries, to the remotest 
portions of our globe,— we need not hesitate 
to say that the Christian Church could and 
should give the gospel of Christ to the whole 
human family before the close of the present 
century. 


Death of Albert F. Lyon. 


DEATH OF ALBERT J. LYON. 


On the 30th of March the cable brought us the startling tidings that this gifted and most 
estimable young man died of consumption on the 15th of that month. He left this country 
with Mrs. Lyon last autumn, in good health; and after a pleasant passage they reached 
Rangoon Dec. 27, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Freiday, all the party being reported well. 
After spending a few days in Rangoon, Mr. Lyon accompanied Mr. Cushing to Bassein for 
the purpose of securing native helpers for the Ka-Chin work at Bhamo. This accomplished, 
he returned to Rangoon; and, soon after, the party, accompanied by Mr. Cushing, started for 
Bhamo. 

On the way up the river the party stopped at Mandelay to get authority to reside in Bhamo, 
and to purchase land and timber for houses there. Our last letters from them were dated at 
Mandelay, late in January, 1878; when, having accomplished their object, they were waiting 
for the steamer to take them up the river. An extract from Mr. Lyon’s letter, dated Jan. 29, 
will be found among the missionary correspondence in this number of the MAGAZINE. Mr. 
Cushing wrote Jan. 31,—two days later,— when all were well. 

The next tidings came by the cable, of March 30: “Lyon died 15th: consumption.” 
The party probably embarked for Bhamo soon after the date of Mr. Cushing’s letter, and 
must have reached Bhamo early in February. The rest to the sad end is involved in mystery, 
and the end is the deepest mystery of all. The question will come up, Why was he, so 
richly gifted, taken from his work before he had fairly entered upon it? But the Lord will 
answer it in his own time. A letter from one who knew him well makes the following refer- 
ences to Mr. Lyon’s missionary plans and spiritual maturity: “He had formed wise and far- 
reaching plans for a life-work in Minnesota, and these were given up for what he believed a 
more urgent call. He was one of those who feel bound to accept by preference the greater 
sacrifice. I felt impressed, when he went away, with his ripeness for the better land. His 
preparation for the life of a missionary prepared him for rest. I thank God for his inspiring 
character, and that heaven was in his pure life even here.” 

LATER. — Letters have been received from Mr. Cushing and Mr. Freiday, dated Feb. 13 
and 14, announcing that the missionaries reached Bhamo on the first-named date, all in 
good health. Mr. Freiday, writing Feb. 13, says, ‘I am very happy indeed to report to 
you our artival here to-day in good health.” Mr. Cushing, writing the next day, says, “ Mr. 
Lyon and I hope to go to the Ka-khyen mountains soon.” Yet in one month from the date of 
his letter, Mr. Lyon was taken to his heavenly rest. We wait the sad details with painful ex- 
pectation. 
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JOEL GOLDTHWAIT & CO. 


IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC CARPETINGS, 


COMPRISING 


French Moquettes, English and Scotch Axminsters, Wiltons, and Body 
Brussels, with Borders to match. 


Also always in stock a full assortment of 


TAPESTRY, THREE-PLY, INGRAIN, O1L CLOTH, AND LOW-PRICED CARPETINGS, IN CHOICEST DESIGNS, 


Rich Persian, Turkey, Bombay, and other Oriental. 


CARPETS, RUGS, AND MATS, A SPECIALTY WITH OUR HOUSE. 


All Carpet Upholstering executed promptly and in the most artistic manner. 


167 AND 169 WASHINGTON STRENT, 


BOSTON. 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS 
(OF THE BIBLE.) 


THE ORIGINAL PARALLELISMS ARRANGED FOR 
RESPONSIVE READING Cuurcn, SaBBATH- 
ScHooL, or Famity Worsuip. 


In this edition of the Psalms the current version is strictly 
followed, the only peculiarity being the arrangement according 
to the Original Parailelisms, for convenience in use for 
responsive reading. 

The attention of Sabbath-School Superintendents, Teachers, 
and Pastors of Churches, is’ invited to this edition of the Psalms, 
which is intended to afford a means of rendering the responsive 
reading of the Psalms more appropriate, more interesting, 
and more profitable, than is possible without the aid which 
this arrangement affords. 

As the aim is simply to set forth the ideas and thoughts of 
the Psalmist, by conforming more closely to the well-known 
structure of Hebrew poetry, any clergyman will at once recog- 
nize the appropriateness of the arrangement, and appreciate 
its fitness for use wherever it is desirable to introduce alternate 
readings of Scripture by leader and congregation. 


32mo. Limp Cloth, gocents percopy. $3.00 per doz. 
$25 per 100. 

Cloth, 7o cents per copy. $7.00 per doz. 
$56 per 100. 


16mo. 


Single copies sent, postage paid, by mail, on receipt of price. 
TAINTOR BROTHERS, MERRILL, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS. 


758 BROADWAY, N.Y. 


and GIRLS= 


ARE MAKING MONEY RAPIDLY, 
printing Cards, Labels, marking clothing, = 
etc.: FAMILY PRINTER and complete [2 
outfit, by mail, for $1, prints 4 line; $3, 
Slines ; $5,5 lines. DIAMOND PRINT- 
ING PRESS and com poy for $7, 


22,527. 


Your Qwn Printing 


NO EXPENSE, except for ink and paper, after 
procuring GOLDING'’S OFFICIAL PRESS and 


Sor printing Cards, Tags, L a 


lars,etc. Every Business Man should poe 


Outfits from $lup 


lend two 3c. st Illustrated Catal 
GOLDING & CO, Fort-Hill So, lupe 


CHURCH CUSHIONS. 


THE 


American Carpet Lining Co. 


Can furnish CUSHIONS ata less price for a good article 
than the common are sold for. We have furnished many 
churches to whom we can refer. 

OFFICES: 


103 Washington Street . .. . 
98 Thomas Street. .... 


- Boston. 
New York. 


Do 
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VALUABLE WORKS OF REFERENCE 


PUBLISHED BY 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., PHILADELPHIA. 


WORCESTER’S QUARTO DICTIONARY 


Of the English Language. By JoserH E. Worcester, LL.D. Unabridged and fully illustrated. Library sheep, $10.00; 
Half Russia, $12.00. 


A massive volume of 1,854 pages, containing over 100,000 words in its vocabulary, with their orthography as sanctioned 
by standard authority; their pronunciation according to the present usage among scholars, literary men, and in cultured 
society generally; their definitions in a concise, accurate, and complete form; and their etymologies drawn from the most 
reliable sources, and including all the important results of later researches in philology. The work is illustrated with over 
1,000 neat wood-cuts, and enriched by more than 1,000 excellent articles on synonymes, in which 5,000 synonymous words 
are treated, 


CHAMBERS’ ENCYCLOPADIA. 


A Dictionary of Universal Knowledge for the People. American revised edition. Illustrated with over 4,000 wood- 
engravings and 40 maps. In 10 volumes royal octavo. Zvade Edition. (Without maps.) Per set, cloth, $22.50; sheep, 
$25.00. Fine Edition. With maps and full-page plates. Per set, cloth, $40.00; library sheep, $47.50; half Turkey, $55.00; 
half calf, extra, $62.50. 


ALLIBONE’S DICTIONARY OF AUTHORS. 


A Critical Dictionary of English Literature, and British and American Authors, living and deceased, from the earliest 
accounts to the latter half of the Nineteenth Century. Containing over 46,000 articles (authors), with 40 Indexes of 
Subjects. By S. Austin Atupone, LL.D., &c. Three volumes. Royal 8vo. Extra cloth, $22.50; sheep, [marbled 
edges, $25.50. 


LIPPINCOTT’S BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. 


A Pronouncing Dictionary of Biography and Mythology, containing Memoirs of the Eminent Persons of all Ages and 
Countries, and Accounts of the various subjects of the Norse, Hindoo, and Classic Mythologies, with the Pronunciation of 
their Names in the Different Languages in which they occur. By J. THomas, A.M., M.D. Complete in one imperial 
octavo volume of 2,345 pages. Bound in sheep, $15.00; half calf, extra, $18.00. Complete in two volumes imperial octavo. 
Toned paper. Price per volume, fine cloth, $11.00; sheep, $12.00; half calf, extra, $15.00. 


MALCOM’S INDEX TO RELIGIOUS LITERATURE. 

An Index to the Principal Works in every Department of Religious Literature, embracing nearly 70,000 Citations, 
alphabetically arranged under 2,000 heads. By Howarp Matcom, D.D., LL.D. Second edition. With Addenda. 8vo. 
Extra cloth, $4.00. 


LIPPINCOTT’S GAZETTEER OF THE WORLD. 


A Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World, or Geographical Dictionary, giving a Description of nearly 100,000 Places, with 
the Correct Pronunciation of their Names. With an Appendix, containing nearly 10,000 Additional Notices. Edited by 
J. Tuomas, M.D., and T. Batpwin. Together with a Table of Populations from the Latest Census Returns. In one 
imperial octavo volume of 2,300 pages. Bound in sheep, $10.00; half Turkey, $12.50. 


LEMPRIERE’S CLASSICAL DICTIONARY. 


Containing a full account of all the Proper Names mentioned in ancient authors, with Tables of Coins, Weights, and 
Measures, in use among the Greeks and Romans; to which is prefixed a Chronological Table. 8vo. Sheep, $3.25. 
Abridged Edition. 12mo. Extra cloth, $1.50. 
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1840. ost POPULAR MEDICINp ,,,, 1878. 


YEARS SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF ; 


PERRY DAVIS’ 


PAIN-KILLER. 


And after thirty-eight years trial, the “P4/N-KJZZER” may justly be styled 
the great medicine of the world; for there is no region of the globe into which 
it has not found its way, and none where it has not been largely and highly prized. 
Moreover, there is no climate to which it has not proved itself to be well adapted 
for the cure of considerable variety of disease; it is admirably suited for every race. 
It has lost none of its good name by repeated trials, but cohtinues to occupy a 
prominent position in every medicine-chest ; and is still receiving the most unqualified 
testimonials to its virtues, from persons of the highest character and _ responsibility. 
Physicians of the first respectability recommend it as a most effectual preparation for 
the extinction of pain. It is not only the best remedy ever known for Bruises, Cuts, 
Burns, &c., but for DysENTERY OR CHOLERA, or any sort of bowel complaints, it is a 
remedy unsurpassed for efficiency and rapidity of action. In the great cities of India 
and other hot climates, it has become the 


STANDARD MEDICINE 


for all such complaints, as well as for Dyspepsia, Liver Comptarnts, and other kindred 
disorders. For Coughs and Colds, Canker, Asthma, and Rheumatic difficulties, it has 
been proved by the most abundant and convincing testimony to be an invaluable 
medicine. No article ever attained such unbounded popularity. As an external and 
internal medicine the “ PAJN-XJZZLER” stands unrivalled. 

Thirty-eight years are certainly a long enough time to prove the efficiency of any 
medicine; and that the “ P4AZN-K/JZZLER” is deserving of all its proprietors claim 
for it, is amply proved by the unparalleled popularity it has attained. It is a sure 
and effective remedy. It is sold in almost. every country in the world, and is 
becoming more and more popular every year. Its healing properties have been fully 
tested, all over the world, and it needs only to be known to be prized. 


BE SURE YOU BUY NONE BUT THE GENUINE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


PERRY DAVIS & SON, PROVIDENCE, R.I. 


SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 
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SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS.. 


IGH SCHOOL CHOIR. Emerson & TILDEN. 
$9.00 per dozen. A standard, useful, and favorite Book. 
nate SONG BOOK. C. Everest. $6.00 per 

dozen. Fine Book for Girls’ High and Normal Schools. 
HOICE TRIOS. W. S. Titpen. $9.00 per dozen. 

Three-part Songs for Female Colleges, Seminaries, &c. 
RAMMAR SCHOOL CHOIR. W. S. Titpen. 
$6.00 per dozen. Excellent collection for High or Gram- 

mar Schools. 

MERICAN SCHOOL MUSIC READERS. In 


3 Books, each 35 cents, 50 cents, and 50 cents. Care- 
fully prepared for Graded Schools. 


The following are favorite general collections of genial Songs 

for Common Schools, 
SONG ECHO. H.S. Perxins. . . 
MOCKING BIRD. W. 0. Perkins . 
MUSIC TEACHER, C. Everest 
OUR FAVORITE, H. P. Danks 


CHARTS, By Dr. Lowett Mason. Large 
Charts, containing 120 Blackboard Lessons, plainly visi- 
ble to all, saving much trouble, easily set up and used, and 
furnishing a complete course of practice. Sent by Express. 
In two rolls or sets. Each $8.00. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


JUST THE BOOK YOU WANT. 


OUR GOLD MINE. 


THE STORY OF 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONS INDIA, 


BY 


MRS. ADA C, CHAPLIN, 


AN ATTRACTIVE AND DESIRABLE BOOK FOR 


THE FAMILY CIRCLE, 
FOR 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


FOR 


THE WOMAN’S MISSIONARY CIRCLE. 


Send $1.25 to 


W. G. CORTHELL, Tremont Temple, 
BOSTON. 
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New Collection of Piano Musi, 


rope and America, and embracing many of the most popular 
pieces of the day. The music contained in this, new volume 
would cost if purchased separately, in usual sheet form, over 
FIFTY DOLLARS. 


Contains nearly 200 beautiful Piano 
ieces, embracing Fantasias, Waltzes, GOLDEN HOURS 
arches, Mazurkas, Schottisches, Galops, Polkas, Popular 
Airs, and a choice selection of Duets for two —. 


ueey piece is a GEM, and it forms quite a musical library in 
itself, 


OTHER VALUABLE BOOKS. 
GOLDEN CHORD \ companion volumes to 


of choice Piano Music. 
PIANO TREASURES all immensely popular. 


Two bound volumes of beautiful SONG DIAMONDS 


songs by the leading writers in 
Europe and America, SONG TREASURES 


Price of each, $2.50 in boards, $3.00 in cloth, $4.00 in full 
gilt binding. Mailed, postpaid, on receipt of price. 

Catalogue, containing full description and list of contents 
of the above books, sent FREE on application. 

BRAINARD’S MUSICAL WORLD, for April, contains 
six new pieces of music (worth $2.00 in sheet form), and a 
large amount of interesting musical literature. Mailed on 
receipt of 15 cents. Published monthly at $1.50 per year. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, 
CLEVELAND, O. 


Wo. A. & Co., 
New York. 


GOLDEN CIRCLE above, each containing 


& Manss, 
Cincinnat?, O. 


THOMAS TODD, 


BOOK, JOB, & CARD PRINTER, 


7 A, BEACON and 1 SOMERSET STREETS, 
(Room 25,) 
BosToOoN. 


Special attention paid to Printing Church Creeds, Library 
"Caabtants Sermons, Programmes, etc. All kinds of 


COMMERCIAL PRINTING 


Executed at short notice and at very reasonable prices, in 
the best manner. 


PREMIUM LIST. 


Tobe sent as presents to old subscribers of the Baptist 
Missionary MaGazine, for xew subscribers. 
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GRACE AND TRUTH. 
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DEN’S CONCORDANCE, 
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SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY. 
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CLOPZEDIA OF MISSIONS. 
Any book will be given for the proper number of names. 
Address W. G. CORTHELL, 
TREMONT TENPLE. 
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THE 


ESTEY CHAPEL 


NOBLE IN TONE! BEAUTIFUL IN DESIGN! ELEGANT IN FINISH 


This compact and powerful instrument ts designed to meet a 
long-felt want for an Organ adapted to Sunday School, Chapel, or 
Hall Services, which would enable the player to face the audience, and 
be plainly seen by them. Tt fulfils all the requirements for such 
uses admirably, and has proved a distinct success. The back ts 
handsomely finished to correspond with the front, and arranged to let 
out the full volume of sound. 


4 
> 


A FINELY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FREE TO ANY ADDRESS, 


J. ESTEY & CO., BRATTLEBORO, VT. 
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